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United States Conference of 
Mayors

Mayor’s Water Council
PFAS Update



Regulatory Challenges
AWWA and AMWA Challenge to 
PFAS Maximum Contaminant 
Limit:

US Chamber of Commerce 
Challege to PFAS Hazardous 
Substance Designation:

• 4 PPT standard is not feasible given 
cost.

• 4 PPT standard is not reflective of best 
science.

• Study conducted by Black & Veatch 
on behalf of AWWA estimated the 
national cost will exceed $3.8 billion 
annually. 

• EPA did not use UCMR-5 data in 
rulemaking analysis.

• Regulation designates PFOA, and 
PFOS as hazardous substances 
under Superfund.

• Regulation misinterprets terms; has no 
fixed boundaries; and is inconsistent 
with the statutory structure and prior 
EPA decisions.

• Designation would unnecessarily 
impose costs on a range of industries.

• EPA’s assessment of costs was flawed 
and arbitrary and capricious.



Potential Liability
Safe Drinking 
Water Act

CERCLA Clean Water Act State Common 
Law

• PFAS MCLs

• Public Notice 
Requirements

• Groundwater 
and site 
cleanup costs

• Contribution 
liability

• NPDES 
Permitting

• Pretreatment 
Regulations

• Biosolids

• Tresspass

• Nuisance

• Inverse 
Condemnation 
and Takings

• Personal Injury 
and Tort




