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An Open Letter from the Nation’s Mayors to the United States Congress Urging Immediate
Action on Gun Safety Legislation

Dear Members of the U.S. House of Representatives and the U.S. Senate:

Again and again and again, Americans are stunned by senseless acts of violence involving
guns. The March 27 shooting that took the lives of three nine-year-old children and three
adults in a Nashville elementary school was horrific but not isolated. It was the third school
shooting in seven days, following ones in Arlington (TX) and Denver. And there have been
hundreds of mass shootings that occurred over the last year, including those In Louisville, at
Michigan State, and in Half Moon Bay, Monterey Park, Uvalde, Highland Park, Buffalo, and
many other cities. Too many times, mayors have expressed shock at a mass shooting. Much
more frequently, many of us must cope with the gun violence that occurs on the streets of
our cities.

For more than 50 years the U.S. Conference of Mayors has been calling for sensible gun laws to
protect the public. In December nearly 70 mayors from across the country whose cities had
experienced a mass shooting in 2022 sent a letter to Senate Leaders urging the Senate to pass
bipartisan gun safety legislation that had already passed the House: S.736, the Assault
Weapons Ban of 2022, and S.529, the Background Check Expansion Act.

Today we repeat their message and urge you to immediately pass and send to the President
legislation to ban assault weapons and large capacity magazines and to strengthen the
background check system, bills that could have prevented what happened in Louisville and
Nashville and so many other cities from happening in the future.

How many children must die, how many adults must die before our nation takes action to
reduce gun violence? We must and we can do more to protect people from this senseless
slaughter. Mayors and police chiefs are doing everything they can to prevent and reduce gun
violence in their cities, although local ordinances are often preempted by state legislatures. The
time for Congress to act is now. Our children deserve better.

Sincerely,



Steven Reed
Mayor of Montgomery, AL

Lioneld Jordan
Mayor of Fayetteville, AR

Frank D. Scott Jr.
Mayor of Little Rock, AR

Becky Daggett
Flagstaff, AZ

Kate Gallego
Mayor of Phoenix, AZ

Corey Woods
Mayor of Tempe, AZ

Regina Romero
Mayor of Tucson, AZ

Marilyn Ezzy Ashcraft
Mayor of Alameda, CA

Jesse Arreguin
Mayor of Berkeley, CA

Julian A. Gold M.D.
Mayor of Beverly Hills, CA

John J. Bauters
Mayor of Emeryville, CA

Lily Mei
Mayor of Fremont, CA

Ray Jackson
Mayor of Hermosa Beach, CA

Mia Casey
Mayor of Hollister, CA

Farrah N. Khan
Mayor of Irvine, CA

John P. Marchand
Mayor of Livermore, CA

Rex Richardson
Mayor of Long Beach, CA

Karen Bass
Mayor of Los Angeles, CA

Sheng Thao
Oakland, CA

Michael M. Vargas
Mayor of Perris, CA

Karla Brown
Mayor of Pleasanton, CA

Linda Budge
Mayor of Rancho Cordova, CA

Darrell Steinberg
Mayor of Sacramento, CA

Chris Duncan
Mayor of San Clemente, CA

Todd Gloria
Mayor of San Diego, CA

Matt Mahan
Mayor of San Jose, CA

Juan Gonzalez
Mayor of San Leandro, CA

Kate Colin
Mayor of San Rafael, CA

Lisa M. Gillmor
Mayor of Santa Clara, CA

Gleam Davis
Mayor of Santa Monica, CA

Larry Klein
Mayor of Sunnyvale, CA

Carol Dutra-Vernaci
Mayor of Union City, CA

Martha Guerrero
Mayor of West Sacramento, CA

Aaron Brockett
Mayor of Boulder, CO

Michael B. Hancock
Mayor of Denver, CO

Kyle Schlachter
Mayor of Littleton, CO

Joe Ganim
Mayor of Bridgeport, CT

Bob Cressotti
Mayor of Enfield, CT

Luke Bronin
Mayor of Hartford, CT

Caroline Simmons
Mayor of Stamford, CT

Shari Cantor
Mayor of West Hartford, CT

Muriel Bowser
Mayor of Washington, DC

Jeffrey Freimark
Mayor of Bal Harbour Village, FL

Judith Paul
Mayor of Davie, FL

Dean J. Trantalis
Mayor of Fort Lauderdale, FL

Joy Cooper
Mayor of Hallandale Beach, FL

Dan Gelber
Mayor of Miami Beach, FL

Wayne M. Messam
Mayor of Miramar, FL

Buddy Dyer
Mayor of Orlando, FL

Frank C. Ortis
Mayor of Pembroke Pines, FL

Rex Hardin
Mayor of Pompano Beach, FL



Michael J. Ryan
Mayor of Sunrise, FL

Jane Castor
Mayor of Tampa, FL

Keith A. James
Mayor of West Palm Beach, FL

Andre Dickens
Mayor of Atlanta, GA

John Arthur Ernst Jr.
Mayor of Brookhaven, GA

Van R. Johnson I
Mayor of Savannah, GA

Vince R. Williams
Mayor of Union City, GA

Frank Cownie
Mayor of Des Moines, IA

Quentin M. Hart
Mayor of Waterloo, 1A

Deborah Frank Feinen
Mayor of Champaign, IL

Lori E. Lightfoot
Mayor of Chicago, IL

Rodney S. Craig
Mayor of Hanover Park, IL

Nancy Rodkin Rotering
Mayor of Highland Park, IL

Sangeetha Rayapati
Mayor of Moline, IL

Chris Koos
Mayor of Normal, IL

Rita Ali
Mayor of Peoria, IL

Thomas P. McNamara
Mayor of Rockford, IL

James Brainard
Mayor of Carmel, IN

Thomas "Tom' C. Henry
Mayor of Fort Wayne, IN

Joseph 'Joe' H. Hogsett
Mayor of Indianapolis, IN

James Mueller
Mayor of South Bend, IN

Layne Wilkerson
Mayor of Frankfort, KY

Craig Greenberg
Mayor of Louisville, KY

Sharon Weston Broome
Mayor of Baton Rouge, LA

LaToya Cantrell
Mayor of New Orleans, LA

Michelle Wu
Mayor of Boston, MA

Robert F. Sullivan
Mayor of Brockton, MA

Jon Mitchell
Mayor of New Bedford, MA

Brandon M Scott
Mayor of Baltimore, MD

Michael O'Connor
Mayor of Frederick, MD

Jeffrey Z. Slavin
Mayor of Somerset, MD

Andy Schor
Mayor of Lansing, Ml

Maureen Miller Brosnan
Mayor of Livonia, Ml

Elizabeth B. Kautz
Mayor of Burnsville, MN

James B. Hovland
Mayor of Edina, MN

Jacob Frey
Mayor of Minneapolis, MN

Brad Wiersum
Mayor of Minnetonka, MN

Kim Norton
Mayor of Rochester, MN

Melvin Carter
Mayor of St. Paul, MN

Barbara Buffaloe
Mayor of Columbia, MO

Quinton Lucas
Mayor of Kansas City, MO

Tishaura O. Jones
Mayor of St. Louis, MO

Chokwe Antar Lumumba Esq.
Mayor of Jackson, MS

Vi Alexander Lyles
Mayor of Charlotte, NC

Elaine O'Neal
Mayor of Durham, NC

Nancy Vaughan
Mayor of Greensboro, NC

Mary-Ann Baldwin
Mayor of Raleigh, NC

Leirion Gaylor Baird
Mayor of Lincoln, NE

J. Christian Bollwage
Mayor of Elizabeth, NJ

Jeffrey S. Martin

Mayor of Hamilton Township, NJ

Ravinder S. Bhalla
Mayor of Hoboken, NJ



Brian C. Wahler
Mayor of Piscataway, NJ

Manuel Figueiredo

Mayor of Union Township, NJ

Tim Keller
Mayor of Albuquerque, NM

Alan Webber
Mayor of Santa Fe, NM

Carolyn Goodman
Mayor of Las Vegas, NV

Hillary Schieve
Mayor of Reno, NV

Kathy M. Sheehan
Mayor of Albany, NY

Byron W. Brown
Mayor of Buffalo, NY

Waylyn Hobbs Jr.
Mayor of Hempstead, NY

Noam Bramson
Mayor of New Rochelle, NY

Eric L. Adams
Mayor of New York, NY

Robert Restaino
Mayor of Niagara Falls, NY

Malik Evans
Mayor of Rochester, NY

Gary R. McCarthy
Mayor of Schenectady, NY

Ben Walsh
Mayor of Syracuse, NY

Dan Horrigan
Mayor of Akron, OH

Thomas M. Bernabei
Mayor of Canton, OH

Aftab Pureval
Mayor of Cincinnati, OH

Justin Bibb
Mayor of Cleveland, OH

Kahlil Seren

Mayor of Cleveland Heights, OH

Andrew J. Ginther
Mayor of Columbus, OH

Jeffrey J. Mims Jr.
Dayton, OH

Frank Whitfield
Mayor of Elyria, OH

Meghan F. George
Mayor of Lakewood, OH

Jack W. Bradley
Mayor of Lorain, OH

Joe Begeny
Mayor of Reynoldsburg, OH

Wade Kapszukiewicz
Mayor of Toledo, OH

Lacey Beaty
Mayor of Beaverton, OR

Melanie Kebler
Mayor of Bend, OR

Steve Callaway
Mayor of Hillsboro, OR

Ted Wheeler
Mayor of Portland, OR

Chris Hoy
Mayor of Salem, OR

Heidi Lueb
Mayor of Tigard, OR

Matt Tuerk
Mayor of Allentown, PA

Jim Kenney
Mayor of Philadelphia, PA

Ed Gainey
Mayor of Pittsburgh, PA

Paige G. Cognetti
Mayor of Scranton, PA

Maria Rivera
Mayor of Central Falls, RI

Brett P. Smiley
Mayor of Providence, R

John J. Tecklenburg
Mayor of Charleston, SC

Daniel Rickenmann
Mayor of Columbia, SC

Tim Kelly
Mayor of Chattanooga, TN

Indya Kincannon
Mayor of Knoxville, TN

John Cooper
Mayor of Nashville, TN

Kirk Watson
Mayor of Austin, TX

Rachel L. Proctor
Mayor of DeSoto, TX

Sylvester Turner
Mayor of Houston, TX

Thurman 'Bill' Bartie
Mayor of Port Arthur, TX

Blake Margolis
Mayor of Rowlett, TX

Ron Nirenberg
Mayor of San Antonio, TX

Erin J. Mendenhall
Mayor of Salt Lake City, UT



Justin Wilson
Mayor of Alexandria, VA

Phillip Jones
Mayor of Newport News, VA

Levar Stoney
Mayor of Richmond, VA

Mary Lou Pauly
Mayor of Issaquah, WA

Angela Birney
Mayor of Redmond, WA

Bruce Harrell
Mayor of Seattle, WA

Victoria Woodards
Mayor of Tacoma, WA

Eric Genrich
Mayor of Green Bay, WI

Satya Rhodes-Conway
Mayor of Madison, WI

Cavalier Johnson
Mayor of Milwaukee, WI

Katie Rosenberg
Mayor of Wausau, WI

Tom Cochran
CEO and Executive Director



