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Prioritizing Risks: Putting PFAS into Context



Safe Drinking Water Act
“meaningful opportunity for health risk 

reduction”



Addressing risks that 
matter most

1. What’s there?

2. What’s the concern?

3. What can be done about it?



What’s the concern?

Known, 

regulated risk

Known, 

unregulated risk

Unknown, 

unregulated risk

Arsenic, Nitrate, TTHMs, etc.

Cryptosporidium, Giardia, etc.

PFAS, chlorate, CCL contaminants, 

nitrosamines

Unidentified DBPs, 

chemicals, microbes, PFAS



What’s the concern?

• Infrastructure failure

• Workforce limitations

• Natural disasters

• Drought

• Wildfires

• Flooding

Not having water…



What can be done about it?

Feeding the Building Plumbing Microbiome: The Importance of Synthetic Polymeric Materials for Biofilm Formation and Management - Scientific Figure on ResearchGate. 

Available from: https://www.researchgate.net/figure/Drinking-water-from-source-to-tap-highlighting-key-differences-between-the-main_fig1_342435101



So, what’s the risk?

• Relative health risk: toxicity data and 

occurrence data

• Putting PFAS into context

Credit: Green Policy Institute  
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Is regulating PFAS a meaningful opportunity?

Health Basis Only Health and Population Exposed Basis



What’s the 
Priority?

• Limited funding and 

competing priorities

• Prioritizing risks to be 

efficient with our limited 

funding and achieve the 

greatest health benefit







Questions?

Chad Seidel, Ph.D., P.E.

President

303.887.1853

cseidel@coronaenv.com

www.coronaenv.com

Twitter: @chadseidel

www.wateradvisory.org

Twitter: @wateradvisory

mailto:cseidel@coronaenv.com
http://www.coronaenv.com/
http://www.wateradvisory.org/
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