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September 13, 2022

The Honorable Charles E. Schumer The Honorable Mitch McConnell
Majority Leader Minority Leader

United States Senate United States Senate

S-221, The Capitol S-230, The Capitol

Washington, DC 20510 Washington, DC 20510

Dear Leader Schumer and Leader McConnell,

On behalf of The United States Conference of Mayors, we urge you to pass the bipartisan H.R. 8404, the
Respect for Marriage Act. The U.S. Conference of Mayors, which has supported policies advancing civil rights
since the 1960s and LGBTQ rights since 1984, calls on you to protect this fundamental freedom to marry for
all our residents.

The bill, if fully enacted, would ensure that marriage equality is protected as the law of the land. Following the
recent decision by the conservative majority on the Supreme Court to overturn Roe v. Wade and the signal sent
that other rights, like the right to same-sex and interracial marriage, are potentially under attack, this legislation
will provide certainty to all the families who are at risk.

In brief, H.R 8404 Respect for Marriage Act would:

e Repeal the Defense of Marriage Act (DOMA): The Supreme Court effectively rendered DOMA
inert with its landmark decisions in United States v. Windsor and Obergefell. The bill would repeal
this statute once and for all.

e Enshrine Marriage Equality for Federal Law Purposes: The bill requires, for federal law purposes,
that an individual be considered married if the marriage was valid in the state where it was performed.
This gives LGBTQ and interracial couples additional certainty that they will continue to enjoy equal
treatment under federal law as all other married couples—as the Constitution requires.

e Provide Additional Legal Protections from Individuals Seeking to Undermine Marriage
Equality While Acting Under State Law, including for Out-of-State Marriages: The bill prohibits
any person acting under state law from denying full faith and credit to an out-of-state marriage based
on the sex, race, ethnicity or national origin of the individuals in the marriage, provides the Attorney
General with the authority to pursue enforcement actions, and creates a private right of action for any
individual harmed by a violation of this provision.

Quick passage of this legislation is a critical step to defending the right to marry for all our residents.
America’s cities are the bastions of equality, opportunity, and progress. We cannot risk that couples in LGBTQ
or interracial marriages could be denied the right to legal protections that other couples take for granted.
America’s mayors will always push back against discrimination and uplift our core values of equality and
fairness.

We urge you to bring this legislation to the floor and pass it before departing for the October State Work
Period. By doing this, you will provide much needed stability and certainty to the many families who are
dependent upon these protections that safeguard them and their families. America’s mayors are ready to work
with the Senate to pass this law and others to ensure that Americans’ rights and freedoms are always protected.

Sincerely,



Todd Gloria
Mayor of San Diego, CA

Tom Cochran
CEO and Executive Director

Chair, LGBTQ Alliance of The
U.S. Conference of Mayors

Steven Reed
Mayor of Montgomery, AL

Lioneld Jordan
Mayor of Fayetteville, AR

John Giles
Mayor of Mesa, AZ

Kate Gallego
Mayor of Phoenix, AZ

Corey Woods
Mayor of Tempe, AZ

Regina Romero
Mayor of Tucson, AZ

Marilyn Ezzy Ashcraft
Mayor of Alameda, CA

Jesse Arreguin
Mayor of Berkeley, CA

Lili Bosse
Mayor of Beverly Hills, CA

Darcy Paul
Mayor of Cupertino, CA

Newell Arnerich
Mayor of Danville, CA

Melissa Hernandez
Mayor of Dublin, CA

Lily Mei
Mayor of Fremont, CA

Osvaldo Jimenez
Mayor of Healdsburg, CA

Farrah N. Khan
Mayor of Irvine, CA

Jenelle Osborne
Mayor of Lompoc, CA

Robert Garcia
Mayor of Long Beach, CA

Eric Garcetti
Mayor of Los Angeles, CA

Heber Marquez
Mayor of Maywood, CA

Lucas Ramirez
Mayor of Mountain View, CA

Michael M. Vargas
Mayor of Perris, CA

Teresa Barrett
Mayor of Petaluma, CA

Donald Terry
Mayor of Rancho Cordova, CA

Darrell Steinberg
Mayor of Sacramento, CA

London N. Breed
Mayor of San Francisco, CA

Sam Liccardo
Mayor of San Jose, CA

Pauline Russo Cutter
Mayor of San Leandro, CA

Sue Himmelrich
Mayor of Santa Monica, CA

Larry Klein
Mayor of Sunnyvale, CA

Carol Dutra-Vernaci
Mayor of Union City, CA

Lauren Meister
Mayor of West Hollywood, CA

Martha Guerrero
Mayor of West Sacramento, CA

John F. Dunbar
Mayor of Yountville, CA

Michael B. Hancock
Mayor of Denver, CO

Adam A. Paul
Mayor of Lakewood, CO

Kyle Schlachter
Mayor of Littleton, CO

Nicholas A. Gradisar
Mayor of Pueblo, CO

Joe Ganim
Mayor of Bridgeport, CT

Luke Bronin
Mayor of Hartford, CT

Harry Rilling
Mayor of Norwalk, CT

Shari Cantor
Mayor of West Hartford, CT

Muriel Bowser
Mayor of Washington, DC

Michael S. Purzycki
Mayor of Wilmington, DE

Scott Singer
Mayor of Boca Raton, FL

Judith 'Judy' Paul
Mayor of Davie, FL

Bill Ganz
Mayor of Deerfield Beach, FL

Dean J. Trantalis
Mayor of Fort Lauderdale, FL

Joy Cooper
Mayor of Hallandale Beach, FL

Josh Levy
Mayor of Hollywood, FL

Dan Gelber
Mayor of Miami Beach, FL

Wayne M. Messam
Mayor of Miramar, FL



Buddy Dyer
Mayor of Orlando, FL

Geoffrey Jacobs
Mayor of Pembroke Park, FL

Frank C. Ortis
Mayor of Pembroke Pines, FL

Michelle J. Gomez
Mayor of Tamarac, FL

Jane Castor
Mayor of Tampa, FL

Keith A. James
Mayor of West Palm Beach, FL

Andre Dickens
Mayor of Atlanta, GA

Frank Cownie
Mayor of Des Moines, [A

Brad M. Cavanagh
Mayor of Dubuque, 1A

Lauren McLean
Mayor of Boise, ID

Deborah Frank Feinen
Mayor of Champaign, IL

Lori E. Lightfoot
Mayor of Chicago, IL

Nancy Rodkin Rotering
Mayor of Highland Park, IL

Vicki Scaman
Mayor of Oak Park, IL

Rita Ali
Mayor of Peoria, IL

Thomas P. McNamara
Mayor of Rockford, IL

James O. Langfelder
Mayor of Springfield, IL

Thomas Broderick Jr.
Mayor of Anderson, IN

James Brainard
Mayor of Carmel, IN

Thomas '"Tom' C. Henry
Mayor of Fort Wayne, IN

Joseph 'Joe' H. Hogsett
Mayor of Indianapolis, IN

James Mueller
Mayor of South Bend, IN

Greg Fischer
Mayor of Louisville, KY

LaToya Cantrell
Mayor of New Orleans, LA

Adrian Perkins
Mayor of Shreveport, LA

Jon Mitchell
Mayor of New Bedford, MA

Kimberley Driscoll
Mayor of Salem, MA

Brandon M Scott
Mayor of Baltimore, MD

Patrick L. Wojahn
Mayor of College Park, MD

Michael O'Connor
Mayor of Frederick, MD

Jeffrey Z. Slavin
Mayor of Somerset, MD

Andy Schor
Mayor of Lansing, MI

Kenson J. Siver
Mayor of Southfield, MI

Michael C. Taylor
Mayor of Sterling Heights, MI

Elizabeth B. Kautz
Mayor of Burnsville, MN

Kim Norton
Mayor of Rochester, MN

Barbara Buffaloe
Mayor of Columbia, MO

Quinton Lucas
Mayor of Kansas City, MO

Tishaura O. Jones
Mayor of St. Louis, MO

Damon Seils
Mayor of Carrboro, NC

Pam Hemminger
Mayor of Chapel Hill, NC

Vi Alexander Lyles
Mayor of Charlotte, NC

Dontario 'Don' Hardy
Mayor of Kinston, NC

Mary-Ann Baldwin
Mayor of Raleigh, NC

James Allen Joines
Mayor of Winston-Salem, NC

Leirion Gaylor Baird
Mayor of Lincoln, NE

John G. Ducey
Mayor of Brick Township, NJ

Jeff Martin

Mayor of Hamilton Township, NJ

Ravinder S. Bhalla
Mayor of Hoboken, NJ

Brian C. Wahler
Mayor of Piscataway, NJ

James Dunleavy

Mayor of Teaneck Township, NJ

Tim Keller
Mayor of Albuquerque, NM

Ken Miyagishima
Mayor of Las Cruces, NM

Alan Webber
Mayor of Santa Fe, NM

Javier Perea
Mayor of Sunland Park, NM

Debra March
Mayor of Henderson, NV

Hillary Schieve
Mayor of Reno, NV

Kathy M. Sheehan
Mayor of Albany, NY

Laura Lewis
Mayor of Ithaca, NY

Edward A. Sundquist
Mayor of Jamestown, NY



Shawyn Patterson-Howard
Mayor of Mount Vernon, NY

Noam Bramson
Mayor of New Rochelle, NY

Eric Adams
Mayor of New York, NY

Malik Evans
Mayor of Rochester, NY

Ben Walsh
Mayor of Syracuse, NY

Thomas M. Roach
Mayor of White Plains, NY

Dan Horrigan
Mayor of Akron, OH

Thomas M. Bernabei
Mayor of Canton, OH

Aftab Pureval
Mayor of Cincinnati, OH

Justin Bibb
Mayor of Cleveland, OH

Andrew J. Ginther
Mayor of Columbus, OH

Jeffrey J. Mims Jr.
Mayor of Dayton, OH

Christina Muryn
Mayor of Findlay, OH

Jack W. Bradley
Mayor of Lorain, OH

Joe Begeny
Mayor of Reynoldsburg, OH

David Holt
Mayor of Oklahoma City, OK

Lacey Beaty
Mayor of Beaverton, OR

Biff Traber
Mayor of Corvallis, OR

cc. Members, The United States Senate

Ted Wheeler
Mayor of Portland, OR

Jason B. Snider
Mayor of Tigard, OR

Matt Tuerk
Mayor of Allentown, PA

Salvatore ‘Sal' J. Panto Jr.
Mayor of Easton, PA

Jim Kenney
Mayor of Philadelphia, PA

Ed Gainey
Mayor of Pittsburgh, PA

Maria Rivera
Mayor of Central Falls, RI

Jorge O. Elorza
Mayor of Providence, RI

John J. Tecklenburg
Mayor of Charleston, SC

Indya Kincannon
Mayor of Knoxville, TN

Jim Ross
Mayor of Arlington, TX

Steve Adler
Mayor of Austin, TX

Trey Mendez
Mayor of Brownsville, TX

Eric Johnson
Mayor of Dallas, TX

Mattie Parker
Mayor of Fort Worth, TX

Sylvester Turner
Mayor of Houston, TX

Thurman 'Bill' Bartie
Mayor of Port Arthur, TX

Ron Nirenberg
Mayor of San Antonio, TX

Blake Margolis
Mayor of Rowlett, TX

Erin J. Mendenhall
Mayor of Salt Lake City, UT

McKinley L. Price DDS
Mayor of Newport News, VA

Levar Stoney
Mayor of Richmond, VA

Nancy Backus
Mayor of Auburn, WA

Mary Lou Pauly
Mayor of Issaquah, WA

Cheryl L. Selby
Mayor of Olympia, WA

Angela Birney
Mayor of Redmond, WA

Bruce Harrell
Mayor of Seattle, WA

Victoria Woodards
Mayor of Tacoma, WA

Allan Ekberg
Mayor of Tukwila, WA

Eric Genrich
Mayor of Green Bay, WI

Satya Rhodes-Conway
Mayor of Madison, WI

Cory Mason
Mayor of Racine, W1

Ryan Sorenson
Mayor of Sheboygan, WI

Katie Rosenberg
Mayor of Wausau, WI

Steve Williams
Mayor of Huntington,



