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Mayor of Columbia, SC
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Bryan K. Barnett
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CEO and Executive Director

The U.S. Conference of Mayors is the
official nonpartisan organization of
cities with populations of 30,000 or
more. There are 1,393 such cities in
the country today, each represented
in the Conference by its chief elected
official, the Mayor.
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The 2018 Play Ball Summer was the most successful one to date.
This year, the number of cities and mayors engaged with Play Ball increased,
along with the number of youth engaged in Play Ball activities to 36,246 youth.
Moreover, this year marked two landmark achievements in that more than 300
mayors from all 5o states officially took the pledge to “Play Ball”.

The year launched at the 86th annual Winter Meeting when Major League
Baseball Commissioner Robert D. Manfred, Jr. announced the renewal of the
Play Ball partnership with USCM. Shortly after this announcement, it was time
to celebrate MLB Opening Day with “Claim the Crown’, where Mayors sent in
pictures donning their favorite team’s hat, which they received courtesy of
MLB and New Era. Next came the 86th Annual Meeting in Boston. It was here
that Red Sox World Champion Keith Foulke had the opportunity to speak and
pose with Mayors for special USCM baseball card pictures.

There were plenty of new cities which celebrated Play Ball this year, some of
which held events in conjunction Major League Baseball and the MLB Players
Alumni Association. Another new aspect of this year’s initiative was the collaboration
with Boys and Girls Clubs of America, who assisted mayors by hosting and
providing additional youth participants for mayoral events. There are descriptions
in this report of mayoral events which can be used when planning 2019
Play Ball activities. Also included in the report are some examples of the Play
Ball press clippings and mayoral social media posts showcasing how cities are
renewing the enthusiasm in America’s youth for the game of baseball.



FOR THE FIRST TIME MORE THAN 300
MAYORS FROM ALL 50 UNITED STATES
AND PUERTO RIGO PLEDGED TO HOST
2018 “PLAY BALL SUMMER” EVENTS.

PLAY BALL GITIES/
MAYORS’ PLEDGED

(United States including Puerto Rico)

2015 125
2016 205
2017 299

/NN PO

MAYORAL IMPAGT
ON YOUTH
ENGAGEMENT

The 2018 Mayors Play Ball initiative
engaged over 36,246 youth in reported
events held all across the United States.
This is an increase from the year prior.

As in past years the mayor’s planned
innovative events for the community, and
most cities partnered with their local little,
minor, and Major League Baseball teams.

2016 20,405
2017 35,136

*USCM reported Play Ball events



2018 PLAY BALL GITIES

Addison, IL
Aguadilla, PR
Akron, OH
Alameda, CA
Albany, NY
Albugquerque, NM
Alexandria, LA
Alexandria, VA
Aliso Viejo, CA
Allentown, PA
Anaheim, CA
Anchorage, AK
Apopka, FL
Arecibo, PR
Arlington, TX
Atlanta, GA
Attleboro, MA
Auburn, WA
Augusta, GA
Austin, TX
Baltimore, MD
Bangor, ME
Barceloneta, PR
Baton Rouge, LA
Beaumont, TX
Beaverton, OR
Benton Harbor, Ml
Beverly Hills, CA
Binghamton, NY
Birmingham, AL
Bonita Springs, FL
Boston, MA
Bound Brook, NJ
Branson, MO
Bridgeport, CT
Brockton, MA
Broken Arrow, OK
Brooklyn Center, MN
Brownsville, TX
Buffalo, NY
Burbank, CA
Burlington, VT
Burnsville, MN
Burton, MI

Cabo Rojo, PR
Calabasas, CA
Camden, NJ
Candvanas, PR
Carmel, IN
Carrboro, NC
Carson, CA

Cayce, SC
Cayey, PR
Central Falls, RI
Cerritos, CA
Champaign, IL
Charleston, SC
Charlotte, NC
Chattanooga, TN
Cheyenne, WY
Chicago, IL
Cidra, PR
Cincinnati, OH
Clarksville, TN
Cleveland, OH
College Station, TX
Colorado Springs, CO
Columbia, SC
Columbus, OH
Compton, CA
Cooper City, FL
Culver City, CA
Dallas, TX
Davenport, IA
Davie, FL
Dayton, OH
Denver, CO
Des Moines, 1A
Detroit, Ml
Dolton, IL
Doral, FL
Douglasville, GA
Dubuque, 1A
Durham, NC
East Orange, NJ
Eden Prairie, MN
Edina, MN
Elizabeth, NJ
Elk Grove, CA
Eugene, OR
Everett, MA
Ewing Township, NJ
Fairbanks, AK
Fairbanks North
Star Borough, AK
Fargo, ND
Fayetteville, NC
Fillmore, IL
Findlay, OH
Flint, MI
Florida, PR
Fontana, CA

Fort Myers, FL
Fort Wayne, IN
Fort Worth, TX
Frankfort, KY
Frederick, MD
Fremont, CA
Frisco, TX
Garland, TX

Gary, IN

Glendale Heights, IL
Grand Forks, ND
Green Bay, WI
Greenville, NC
Gresham, OR
Gulfport, MS
Hagerstown, MD
Hamilton Township, NJ
Hammond, IN
Hanover Park, IL
Hartford, CT
Hattiesburg, MS
Helena, MT
Hempstead, NY
Hendersonville, TN
Hialeah, FL
Hialeah Gardens, FL
Hillshoro, OR
Hoffman Estates, IL
Holland, MI
Honolulu, HI

Hope, NJ
Hopkinsville, KY
Hormigueros, PR
Houston, TX
Humacao, PR
Huntington, WV
Independence, MO
Indianapolis, IN
Irvine, CA

Irving, TX

Ithaca, NY

Jersey City, NJ
Johns Creek, GA
Kalamazoo, Ml
Kansas City, KS
Kansas City, MO
Kearney, NE
Kearny, NJ
Kinston, NC
Knoxville, TN
Lajas, PR

Lakewood, OH
Lansing, MI

Largo, FL

Las Cruces, NM
Las Vegas, NV
Lauderdale Lakes, FL
Lauderhill, FL
Laurel, MD
Lexington, KY
Lima, OH

Lisle, IL

Little Rock, AR
Livermore, CA
Lomita, CA

Long Beach, CA
Los Angeles, CA
Louisville, KY
Macon, GA
Madison, WI
Manchester, NH
Maui, HI
McKinney, TX
Memphis, TN
Merced, CA

Mesa, AZ

Miami, FL

Miami Beach, FL
Miami Gardens, FL
Milford, CT
Milwaukee, WI
Minneapolis, MN
Mobile, AL

Moreno Valley, CA
Mount Vernon, NY
Naguabo, PR
Naranjito, PR
Nashville, TN

New Albany, IN
New Bedford, MA
New Brunswick, NJ
New Orleans, LA
New York, NY
Newark, NJ
Newport Beach, CA
Newport News, VA
Newton, MA
Niagara Falls, NY
Normal, IL

North Charleston, SC
North Miami, FL
North Miami Beach, FL

North Wilkesboro, NC
Norwalk, CT
Oakland, CA
QOcala, FL
Oklahoma City, 0K
Orland Park, IL
Orlando, FL
Orocovis, PR
Palm Bay, FL
Parkland, FL
Pembroke Pines, FL
Pensacola, FL
Perry, GA
Philadelphia, PA
Pinellas Park, FL
Piscataway, NJ
Pittsburgh, PA
Plainfield, NJ
Plano, TX
Pleasantville, NJ
Ponce, PR
Pontiac, MI

Port Arthur, TX
Port St. Lucie, FL
Portland, OR
Providence, RI
Quiney, IL
Racine, WI
Rancho Cordova, CA
Rapid City, SD
Reno, NV

Rialto, CA
Richmond, VA
Richmond, CA
Riverbank, CA
Rochester, NY
Rochester, MN
Rochester Hills, Ml
Rocklin, CA
Roseville, CA
Sacramento, CA
Salisbury, NC
Salt Lake City, UT
San Antonio, TX
San Diego, CA
San Leandro, CA
Santa Ana, CA
Santa Fe, NM
Santa Monica, CA
Schaumburg, IL
Schenectady, NY

Seattle, WA
Socorro, TX

South Bend, IN
South Gate, CA
Springfield, IL

St. Louis, MO

St. Paul, MN

St. Petersburg, FL
Stockton, CA
Sumter, SC
Syracuse, NY
Tacoma, WA
Tallahassee, FL
Tamarac, FL
Tampa, FL

Tempe, AZ

Texas City, TX
Thornton, CO
Tigard, OR

Toa Baja, PR
Toledo, OH

Topeka, KS
Torrance, CA
Trenton, NJ
Trotwood, OH
Tuscaloosa, AL
Union Township, NJ
Vallejo, CA
Virginia Gardens, FL
Walnut Creek, CA
Warren, MI

Warren, OH
Washington, DC
Waterloo, IA

West Covina, CA
West Haven, CT
West Hollywood, CA
West Palm Beach, FL
Westlake, OH
Westland, MI
Wichita, KS
Wilmington, DE
Winston-Salem, NC
Wisconsin Rapids, WI
Woodbury, MN
Woodland, CA
Woodmere, OH
Yonkers, NY

York, PA

Yuba City, CA
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Tony Reagins, MLB Executive Vice President, Baseball & Cleveland Mayor Frank Jackson invited a group of youth participants from the
Softball Development, helps a play ball participant. local recreation center to City Hall for a Play Ball proclamation ceremony.



86™ WINTER MEETING
IN WASHINGTON, DG

Major League Baseball Commissioner Robert D.
Manfred, Jr. addressed the 86th Winter Meeting,
and announced a three-year renewal of the Play
Ball partnership between USCM and Major
League Baseball. Washington Nationals mascots
Abraham Lincoln & George Washington joined
the mayors and USCM leadership to launch the
summer initiative.

“Our program has grown each year since 2015,
and our partnership has become a truly strong
one. I’m really excited to be here today to
announce that we’ve decided to renew our

partnership for an additional three years,

through 2020.”

L. MLB Commissioner Rober D. Manfred, Jr. announces
-- MLB Commissioner Robert D. Manfred, Ir. the renewal of USCM and MLB’s Play Ball partnership.

Dubuque Mayor Roy Buol poses USCM CEO and Executive Director Tom Cochran, Boys & Girls of America CEO Jim Clark, MLB Commissioner
with the Washington Nationals Robert D. Manfred, Jr., USCM Past President New Orleans Mayor Mitch Landrieu, Washington D.C. Mayor
Mascots as part of the Play Ball Muriel Bowser, and USCM President Columbia (SC) Mayor Steve Benjamin launch the 2018 Play Ball program.

winter meeting launch activities.






RO GAPS ON MLB
e OPENING DAY

M This year we had over 260+ Mayors signed up by
= MLB Opening Day 2018. Caps On was celebrated
h by mayors, who wore their favorite team caps and
shared their support of the game of baseball with
constituents on a variety of social media platforms.

2016 - 80
2017 - 210+

2018 - 260+
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86™ ANNUAL MEETING IN BOSTON

Vice President of Community Affairs for Major League Baseball, Tom Brasuell stopped by the
meeting in Boston to give an update on Play Ball’s partnership with Major League Baseball,
as well as to officially launch of Play Ball Summer. Tom was joined by former MLB All-Star
and Boston Red Sox world champion Keith Foulke.
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MLB Vice President of Community Affairs Tom Brasuell with MLB Vice President of Community Affairs Tom Brasuell shows
former Major League All-Star, Reliever of the Year award the mayors the new 2018 Play Ball Summer t-shirts.
winner, and 2004 Red Sox World Champion, Keith Foulke.

Mayors had the
opportunity to get their
own commemorative
Play Ball Baseball card.




2018 ALL-STAR GAME, WASHINGTON, DG

Washington, DC Mayor Muriel Bowser, Mo’ne Davis, First girl pitcher to pitch a win and
shutout in the Little League World Series and Ward 6 DC Council member Charles Allen
participate in the mayoral event for local children held July 13, 2018 at Play Ball Park.

“It’s important for us to get kids and have them
active, out of the house, away from electronics,
getting to know their friends, getting some sun,
some exercise and learning about nutrition...
Competition and fair play — that’s what baseball
allows them to do. It’s a sport that will carry

them throughout their lives.”

--Washington, DC Mayor Muriel Bowser

PLAY BALL Park, was a free All-Star Week attraction
accessible to children and families. PLAY BALL Park
hosted the various youth and fan engagement efforts
during All-Star Week, which included two new youth
baseball and softball tournaments comprised of teams
from MLB Youth Academies.

=,

ALLSTAR GAME

WﬁSHiNGTDNr DC 2018
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NEW CITIES CELEBRATE PLAY BALL

We were pleased to welcome more than 5o new registrants to this summer’s Play Ball initiative.
Additionally, we were finally able to break the threshold and have representatives from all

5o states and Puerto Rico be a part of Play Ball. Every year these new cities find unique ways
to celebrate and take part in the initiative. Below are a few examples:
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' THISS 5 PLAY BALLST

Fairbanks, AK

Fairbanks Mayor Jim Matherly partnered with Major
League Baseball this summer around the 113th
Midnight Sun Game. They dedicated an entire 24
hours to Play Ball, which was filled with various
baseball and softball activities for more than 300
children of all ages. These activities were for both

the novice and experienced youth players. Both USA
Baseball and USA Softball were present at the event,
along with Major League Baseball’s partners American
Legion Baseball and PONY Baseball/Softball. The day
culminated with the annual Midnight Sun Game which
featured the Alaska Goldpanners and the Orange
County Surf.

” a
. .

m



12

Cheynne, WY

USCM Play Ball’s maiden voyage in Wyoming was held
in conjunction with Major League Baseball and the MLB
Players Alumni Association. At Mayor Marian J. Orr’s
event, there were plenty of activities for youth between
the ages of 5-16, including camps and an annual high
school tournament. The event featured former Major
League players who helped teach the youth many of
the important skills and terminology necessary to be

a success at the sport. The event ended up engaging
over 100 youth, and a great time was had by all.

Manchester, NH

This summer also marked USCM’s first event in New
Hampshire. This event was held in conjunction with
Boys & Girls Club of Manchester and the Manchester
Fisher Cats (Double-A affiliate of the Toronto Blue Jays).
Mayor Joyce Craig came out, along with two players from
the Fisher Cats, the team president, and their mascot.
Mayor Craig pitched to youth, and the participants
received instruction from Fisher Cats players.



BOYS & GIRLS GLUBS OF AMERICA

This year, to help boost youth engagement, USCM encouraged mayors to work with their local
Boys & Girls Clubs (BGC) for Play Ball Summer. Many of the BGCs have hosted Play Ball events
in the past, and were able to support with their event knowledge, and youth attendees to
contribute to a greater youth impact in 2018. Cities who need assistance with contacting their
local BGC for the 2019 Play Ball Summer initiative, please reach out to USCM and we will work
with our national BGC contacts to identify the best point of contact for your local club.

Fontana, CA

Mayor Acquanetta Warren worked with Boys & Girls

Club of Fontana to put on a special Play Ball day.

The event had 400 youth and was filled with special
guests including: AfterShock the mascot for the Rancho
Cucamonga Quakes, Single-A affiliate of the Los Angeles
Dodgers, and softball legend Kim Waleszonia-Cecil who
starred for Fontana High School. The event was aimed at
youth with varying levels of exposure and skill in baseball
and softball, but ended up being a rousing success.

Portland, OR

Mayor Tom Wheeler, in conjunction with the Boys & Girls
Club of Portland Metropolitan Area, Friends of Baseball,
the Portland Pickles, & Portland Park & Rec hosted the
second annual Play Ball event with 175 youth. The youth
enjoyed various skills stations at this clinic, free hot
dogs, and a host of family-friendly activities to celebrate
the growth of baseball in Portland.

13



A UNIQUE APPROACH TO PLAY BALL

Play Ball is about more than simply teaching youth about the proper skills and terminology

of baseball and softball. It’s also about stressing the importance of lessons that can be taught
in emotional, social, & physical development. One city, Carrboro, North Carolina took a different
approach to Play Ball this summer. Carrboro Mayor Lydia Lavelle posed a question to local youth:
“What does baseball/ softball mean to you?” Youth then submitted writing samples answering
this prompt, with three winners in different age brackets (elementary, middle, and high school)
being chosen and rewarded with tickets to a Durham Bulls game. In addition, they were
introduced to the community at a local Board meeting. Below are the winning submissions.

The softboll girl by: Rose Kohout &

She slides on her helmet and closes her eyes with one slow breath

14
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What Baseball Means to Me
By Jackson Schooff

I love baseball when the crowds go wild,
That’s what I like, it makes me smile.

I love when I hear the crack of the bat,
And all the outfielders, they run back.
And if there is, one home run,

We all clap to the beat of the drum.

We stand in line for a hotdog and bun,
That part, is also fun.

I love baseball when 1 walk in the gate,

You should come too, that would be great!

As a flock of birds wonder about
The swirls of color start to show in the beaming sky
As the night starts to slow
She steps up to the bat without a doubt
With a field full of chatter
A small smile in the crowd
Her eye stuck to the ball in the pitchers glove
Silence spreads, as the ball swivels in the wispy air
Soon o swing and o loud pat
Up in the oir the ball goes
Team proud
And out of the park
With o blink of on eye she ron across the field
The scoreboord turns...
Home run!
The team cheers in satisfaction
Being port of o loving team
And o omazing possion
Her smile beams
Joy of being
The winning teom

The american dream




BASEBALL AND FAMILY

by Paul Moracco

Scoring the winning run is like coming home
at the end of a long day
to see the faces of those you love, waiting.

Family trips to new places
are like are playing at a new field
that is still unknown and exciting.

Playing catch creates a bond
that cannot be broken
and will only grow.

Life with your family can be frustrating sometimes,
like the feeling you get
after striking out for the fifth time.

Sometimes, it is like being walked on four pitches,
because you got on base, but you didn’t really do anything,
so it doesn’t feel that great.

Maybe you didn’t want to watch How the Grinch Stole Christmas
for the tenth time with your mom, but like a sacrifice fly,
sometimes you do things for the greater good.

Because at the end of the day, what matters is that the team wins, not you.
The best hitters will get a hit 3/10 times. Your family will all agree even less frequently,
but what matters is that you keep pushing and don’t let failure get the better of you.

You can’'t be mad for very long playing baseball, because pretty soon you'll be up to bat again,
or a ball is hit to you and you make the play and feel better,
just like how a fight with your family is resolved the next morning.

The experiences you have with your family are unforgettable,
ingrained forever into your memory,
like the feeling of hitting the ball just right and seeing it go flying like it’ll never land.

Through the game-winning hits, and game-ending strikeouts, the good experiences and the bad,
there is nothing | wouldn’t give up for my family,
because at the end of the day, they’re the ones who are always cheering for me.
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HIGHLIGHTS FROM SELECT
MAYORAL EVENTS HELD DURING

2018 PLAY BALL

Columbia, SC

USCM President Columbia Mayor Steve Benjamin
partnered with the Columbia Fireflies, Class A affiliate
of the New York Mets, for an afternoon event at a
Fireflies game. During the game’s 7t inning stretch,
Mayor Benjamin, along with 42 local Columbia youth,
celebrated Play Ball.

Rochester Hills, Ml

USCM Vice President Rochester Hills Mayor Bryan K.
Barnett, in conjunction with Rochester Avon Recreation
Authority hosted the Night Under the Lights with a
group of youth ages 8-14. At this event youth had

the opportunity to participate in a Pitch, Hit, & Run
competition, learn new skills and further develop their
existing skills.

Louisville, KY

USCM Second Vice President Louisville Mayor Greg
Fischer and the Louisville Parks and Recreation
Department hosted a Play Ball event. Prior to a
Louisville Bats (the Triple-A affiliate of the Cincinnati
Reds) game, 350 youth from the local community
center participated in a pre-game skills clinic at
Louisville Slugger Field. After the clinic the youth
attended the game with Mayor Fischer, and for
many, got to have their first experience attending

a baseball game.

Burnsville, MN

USCM Past President Burnsville Mayor Elizabeth

B. Kautz hosted a Play Ball event in conjunction
with International Day and the Minnesota Twins.

The day’s events aimed to not only expose the youth
of Burnsville to both baseball and softball, but also
to celebrate diversity in the city and amongst the
diverse youth participants.

Reno, NV

Reno Mayor Hillary Schieve partnered with the Reno
Aces (Triple A affiliate of the Arizona Diamondbacks)

on a special Play Ball event. The event allowed the
youth of Reno and their families to play catch on the
field before an Aces Game, as part of the team’s Father’s
Day celebrations. This allowed many fans the unique
opportunity to play on a professional field and celebrate
the ones they love on one of the nation’s more
prominent family holidays.

Elizabeth, N)

Elizabeth Mayor J. Christian Bollwage and the
Department of Parks & Recreation held events for the
youth of Elizabeth to celebrate baseball and softball.
The Play Ball event was held at a municipal park and
attended by local coaches, former players, and elected
officials. Local leaders gave remarks about the
importance of baseball. Mayor Bollwage guided the
youth in some batting drills and umpired a softball
game following the event.
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Boston, MA

Boston Mayor Martin J. Walsh attended a “Red Sox
and Boston Public Schools Ballcap Giveaway with
David Ortiz” on Wednesday April 4, 2018 at Hurley

K-8 School in the South End neighborhood of Boston.
Mayor Walsh spoke, introduced David Ortiz to the kids,
and distributed caps to over 200 kids. It was the official
launch of a city-wide donation of Red Sox hats to over
45,000 Boston Public Schools students and staff.

The donation is part of the Boston Red Sox “Calling
All Kids” effort to connect baseball to the next
generation of fans.

Cleveland, OH

Cleveland Mayor Frank Jackson invited a group of
youth participants from the local recreation center to
City Hall. While at City Hall the youth had a meet and
greet with Mayor Jackson and discussed the importance
of baseball and softball and were presented with

a proclamation about Cleveland’s status as a

Play Ball City.

Orlando, FL

Orlando Mayor Buddy Dyer celebrated the launch of
the new bhaseball season with 8o youth from Orlando’s
after school programs. During the event, multiple
sandlot-inspired games were held to help teach youth
about the fundamentals of baseball and softball.

South Bend, IN

South Bend Mayor Peter Buttigieg in partnership with
the Boys & Girls Club of St. Joseph County and the
South Bend Cubs (Class- A affiliate of the Chicago Cubs)
hosted a Play Ball event. Mayor Buttigieg, Cubs players
hosted a catch with a group of youth from the Boys &
Girls Club summer program.

Norwalk, CT

Norwalk Mayor Harry Rilling incorporated Play Ball
into the city’s summer camp program. Reaching over
650 youth from six separate schools over the summer,
the city’s Play Ball program was a rousing success.
Each day of the week, Mayor Rilling visited a different
camp and helped teach the fundamentals of base
running while also playing catch with the youth.

Irvine, CA

Irvine Mayor Donald Wagner opened a new,
state-of-the-art baseball facility in September.
The event featured a speaking portion featuring
Mayor Wagner and former Angel and MLB

Hall of Famer Rod Carew.
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Mayors Play Ball teaches
kids baseball from the best
By Lir Moomey
Soptemiber 10, 2018

SALISBURY — College basehall and sobtbal players taught kids
hows 1o play ball Saturdtay at Mayors Play Ballat Catawha Coliege.

The: s baseball and softhall camp gave T- 0 15-year-olds the
apporiunity [0 learn agility. Miting, playing outleld and infield,
catching. piiching and rusning bases. Haath Mitchem, 2 senior
ouiipider, has been leading the camp for thise years.

s fun o see how simple Baseball can bo” Michem said
“Wie're out here playing at the collegiate level, and sometimes
you gt vy Trom how fun baseball ts. A day Mee today & lun o
tach kids fundamentals and got back to the reots of baebal
beieg fun”

Jim Gantt, head coach of Catawia College’s basehall team, said
the student athkstes enjoy hosting the camg s mch as the kids
Ny parEahing niL

Wiz il ks, ” Gantt said. “They smem 1 have meone fum, Thery're
a itk bét nervous when they come. Coliag students seem i
hase moe ban with it

For Witchesm, ieaching kids how 1o play basehall remaeds him of
when he started playing o age 5.

“Whin | wad seound their 2oe, | went fo 3 Catiwba Berehall
carmg,” Mlchem said. 3 rememiber the players koking 5o big and
okder aned Bow Scary they wen, It just Brought me back 1o being
a e kid again.”

(Ganet said Maryors Play Ball can jusrg-5tart 3 kid's love bor hase-
bl or soofthadl.

A lot of thess gays and girks on the beam, they came frorm the
dgr plaoi=,” (anin L8k “For Lo neatan, somebody ol them
2 stz with the spoet and introduced it 1o them and el I leve
with it and eame: bo cobege 1o play 3nd gl your education”

(Gt Said ohis year's participation was.on the kwer side, with six
oF Seven players. 1o 2 kid.

“It's 3 great thing” Gantt £3id 1 with we could get mone out
here., mine muenbers out Bene. 1 i frise. Mo cbligation; just come
T Fum Bl e thee goaene. i was 3 good day”

Mayors: Plry Ball b5 Persted by Saesbaary Mayor Al Hisgging.and is
part of the Urited States Conference of Mayors support of the
Majer Lisgui Basehalfs Plry Bal Sumer initiative, For more
e mation, visit PlayBallorg.
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Play Ball with the mayor at this community event

Bapnt & M1E

SENPORT BEWS — iy ball with Maysd Meiisbey Frics ol
Tourmliash Athdstc Parkom g, 15 Frosm 58 pum. iy
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Marwpuor News Palice Depaciment sod Pals potvtses and o
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Conbetrnce ol Wiy comsund pogon of Mg leage = '
Saataly Py Bll” Indiatros, scconlng & 4 Brw ks from T city

el ivvolved in America's pastime

Thet Pl BT it ocuss o s b vndss o banebia sl o
g parteipalion i relibed Betinloni, tanding |s [he hews rebitan
Mot gl acviod Aoy win mmplefsintng o it v Bemsghon he
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Rochester Hills Set to “Play Ball” October 17

City Partners with Major League Baseball for Fun and Free Event
'With basetall playcfis captivating the netion, Mayor Bryan K. Barneli has partnered with
the Rochester Avon Recreation Authority (RARA) and Major Leaguee Baseball fo host
it Migih! Limdler ihe Lights event. Night Under the Lights has been schedulad for
October 17 &l 7:00 p.m. at Earl E. Borden Fark in Rochester Hills.

At this event, boys and girls ages 8-14 wil have a fun opportunity to grab their mitts and
pasticipale in a piich, hit, and run skills compelition under the lights.

This event was inspired by the United States Conference of Mayors (USCM) partnership
with Major Leagus Basetall for the Flay Ball initistive. Tha Play Bal intisthve focuses on
the fun nature of baseball and encourages widespread participation in related activities
As Vice President of the Unsted States Conference of Mayors, Mayor Barnett (s
committed o creating & community event that will encourage famifies 1o gel outside and

“We're mocted to give the new ganeraton of baseball and softball players a chancs to iry
oust Eher shilis * states Mayor Bryan K, Bameb. “We look forward o this exciting event
and #ne happy to parines with RARS, Io celebrate Amernca’s fivoite pastime.”

To sign up to paricipate in the Night Under the Lights, young residents can regisier

ol wowrw rochesterhills orgiplayball. This event ks free and open to the public. Walk ins

Horree  Hews - Weather  Entertainment = What We Do - Wyoming Primarny -

The City of Cheyenne and Mayor Marian Orr will host clinics on Saturday, July 7th as ANNUAL PLAY BALL EVENT
part of the United States Conference of Mayors (USCM) continued support of the “PLAY (NEWPORT NEWS)
BALL SUMMER” initiative, which focuses on the fun nature of baseball and encourages T
an active and healthy lifestyle for kids in all communities. During the Summer of 2018 P el =
Mayors are implementing the initiative throughout cities with the goal of strengthening Wi st vy clay you et to dunk PI.“YBALL
the connection of communities with the National Pastime. oo wiar o et bl The 0

Anreaal Fay Rall cvest in Mewport || s o T

s taks place this Wisdnesday!
Where: Forane Bank Aihictic Field next to the South Morrison Famly
Tikncation Comier (741 Aduros Dirio, Mrwport Sews, VA ZM01)
Whem: Worknnaday, Augraat K, 3018 from &-Spm {rain duix s Aogal 15)
Conike: Froe?
Dhei Fpliion fuien Mot Nws Maipos MeEisley L Peios o an
rening uf FREE dan muhading haschall drillcontrats. froe bt dogs
and chips. facr pamling, pard sbode and pbstacke conne. Newper
i Piakice Dhopasrirmend arcd Palis sctivitbes, snd o dunk tack with
Mwyor Prive.

As part of Cheyenne’s involvement, the City will host a free youth clinic and a free
coaches clinic. The Legends for Youth Kids Clinic will take place from 9:00am-12:00pm
at Mike Lansing Ball Field (4212 Converse Ave.) with former Major League Baseball
players conducting the clinic to teach fundamentals of the game. The event is open to
individuals 6-16 years old.

Baseball ACE will serve as an educational program clinic for any and all individuals who
are currently coaching baseball or aspire to coach baseball at any level of the game. The
clinic will take place at 4211 Converse Ave. from 12:00pm -3:00 p.m.

More information on both clinics is attached.

In addition to the two clinics, the Post 6 Firecracker Tournament will take place on
Saturday at Powers Field and Pioneer Park. Public access to the South Fields at

Cheyenne Junior League will also be available as part of festivities on a first come,
first serve basis.

The Courier

“Play Ball!" with
Findlay Mayor Lydia Mihalik

‘Sapbembar 17, 20W

Mayors across the country are hosting activities with a baseball and softball theme to
engage citizens, families, and city departments through individual and community events
(such as playing catch, running bases in the backyard, family gatherings, park and
recreation activities, business-supported activities, etc.). These activities will be focused
on exposing children to baseball and softball while providing a fun opportunity to remain
active throughout the summer.

Findiay Mayor Lydia Mihalik will host a “Flay Bali™
avent on Sunday right at the Blanchand Valley
Hiealth System Miracle Park,

Paople of all ages can play wiltle ball amd enjoy
hatdags and drinks fram 6 pam. 1o B pm,
Thi event is free

Mihalik is & rmamber of the LS. Confersncs of
Mayors, whisch IS supgorting an nitistive by
Major Leagus Baseball, Minor Lesgue Basaball,
USA Basebadl and USA Saftball to provice play
COPOMUnItias 1o youth in COMMURtias acreds
Arnarics and Pussrta Rico
Thir initiative focutes on the huh mstune of Baseball
and encourapes &n active and haalthy lifestyle

for children.

The PLAY BALL SUMMER initiative with the USCM focuses on recruiting cities to
promote and support PLAY BALL through the use of baseball or softball-related
activities. Primary targets are cities with Major League and Minor League Baseball clubs,
although the initiative toolkit and self-reporting strategy will be electronically distributed
to hundreds of cities across the country with the assistance of Major League Baseball.
Local leaders and citizens will report their activities to PLAYBALL.org via usmayors.org.
The site provides parents, coaches and kids with information on how to get involved with
PLAY BALL activities as well as how to join community baseball and softball leagues.
Coaching tips and video tutorials from Major League Baseball players and coaches are
also a prominent component of the site.

zu For more information and to apply please visit www.usmayors.org.

Johns Creek to host
‘Play Ball’ event Aug. 22
Aug 08, 2018

By David [bata

Johns Creek Mayor Mike Bodker later this
manth will host the Play Ball Summer
initiative of the LS, Conference of Mayors
to provide play apportunities for youth
interested in baseball and softball,

The free event is scheduled for 11 am o
noon Saturday, Aug. 25, at Ocee Park, 107500
Bubce Road. Prizes will be given out while
supplies last. Registration is not required.

The promotion “focwses on the fun nature
of baseball land encournges an active and
healthy lifestyle for kids in all communities,”
according to an announcement of the event,

The mayars” conference is supporting the
promotion with Major League Baseball,
Minor League Baseball, USA Baseball and
LiSA Softball. Information:

wwwusmayors.org/ play-ball



MLB.com &

DC Mayor pays visit to
PLAY BALL Park

By Mlyson Footer MLB.com @atysonfooter

b, 13th, HNEWASHINGTON -~ Eardier this year, the Unit-
i States Conberacn of Mayors renewid 435 plodoe with
Major League Baseball Commisshones Bob Manlred to
continug “FLAY BALL Summer,” simed at growing youth
hasehall across all 50 states 2nd Puerta Rico.

Among the dorens of by eaders who supported o
tenufing the agreement teough 2020 is Washinglon DL
Moy Mol Bowrser, wha visited PLAY BALL Park near
Natignals Park on Friday for & bour of the kid-frendly
ciity, open for g pliry every diry leading up 8o (ke BSth
MLE All-Star Giame on Tuesday at T30 pum. ET on RO

“It's imporlant for us o get kids and have them aclive,
ol of tha hous, dway from slecironics, getting 1o know
thiesr Friereds, i Do SN SN, SONME BxErCise andd beam-
Ing about nutrition,” Mayor Bowser said. “Competition
and fair play - that’s what haseball alows them to do

BOUTH BEND, ind. (WNDU) It wars & Sun monning Blled wish
Basatall for & Boys & Gils Cluba of 5t Joseph Coungy,

Players. from e South Bond Cibn, minost Swoop and Wi Paie luttigeg
pharpind bl mith ther ladky

1% it o S ritional "Play al” it whch encouragen kid o have
Ty Wheityhes Dy ppng Brsehuall e vl

Testtigieg sy P hopes this indtsative will bescomee an arvaal Theng in South
Bersd Fie sy The svent i nal onlly pevfiee for the lick. Bl for the players 120,
1Pk iy e hox Pt e b, T playors roem M Cudn, they comme

Trioem il e e oy Anel b e 1o o 1 Ao e comamanty bothar
wohaly [y e, ot B s i, B s, | ik Sharty mially
gLl od i beam bot i by the conwranty.” Buttigieg exlan
Vi of sy Uroughot thes countey b participased in the Py el
T e 1 anched in 2015

CHALLENGER

:h’ Mmf’, 1t a sport Thal will camy them throughoul Bheir ves.”
Bl :;ﬂﬂlal Bi"r:g PLAY BALL Park, 3 fres: AB-S2ar Week siracton aocpssh
ay ve bée: to children and famibes, provides 2 festive eminon
to Rochester ment amid the hackdmp of the anmual Midsummer Clas
Juby 15, F010 s, PLAY BALL Park i headinng the varous youth and

fan encagemint eflorts thmughoot Washington during
Ad-Star Woek, which includes bao new youth baseball
and zofthall toumaments compeised of teams from MLBE
¥outh Acadamies - The All-Star Commissiones's Cup &
Jerweiy Firch Classic.

Meaazuring more than 145000 square feet, PLAY Bl
Park is docated at The Yards a2 the Capstal Riverfront (Par-
ool A, Lot 854 Sauang, locabed at the intersaction of First
arel W Stroets). The destve space indhudes 3 youth-ind
bunf diarmond featuring dady scheduied pogramming and
open play as wel as hatting tunnels, piching inflatates
a “Snickball Alley” food trucks and MLE sponsnd-acive
B ronos,

Arlington Patch

Washington Nationals Mascot Screech the Eagle Flew the Coop
@ScreechtheEagle Crossed the Potomac to Ben Brenman Park to Join
Mayor Allison Silberberg and Alexandria Youth for Play Ball Summer

Mgt 5, N8

Washingtan Nationali Mascat, Seresch the Engle, flew the coop this
wiik, crossing the Potamac 1o join Alsasndria, Vinginia Mayor Allison
Siberbeng and doens of local children to “PLAY BALL" a summertime
Initiative ongankred by Major League Baseball (MLE] and the LS. Con-
Ference of Mayors. The kids, all campars with Mecandria’s Departmant
of Recraation, Parks and Cultursl Acthities, carma to Ben Brenman Park
to practhon thsr batting and pitchang siills and enjoy in the classic sum:
i gamas of basaball,

Mayer Siibarberg joined with @SoeechtheEagle and the kids to take a
turn at bat, as she kicked off PLAY BALL SUSMMER. Mayor Siberberg is
one of more than 300 mayors from all 50 United States and Puerto Bico
to participate in the U5, Confarence of Mayans PLAY BALL SUMMER program by arganizing commisnity-based
avents that engage cititans, families, and city departments 1o participats in fun-facused basaball & sohball ac-
eiries.

“PLAY BALL SUMMER has been a 'win-win® for sveryone irvolved, including the mayors, Major Leagoe Bassball
and, moat importantly, owr kids who are being exposed to one of America’s favorite Last year, more
than 250 mayon kosted over 55,000 kids in Play Ball events scroes Amedca, and that level of engapement i only
axpacted to increase 1his year, with sven mane mian taking the PLAY BALL Pledpe.” said Tom Cochran, CEQ &
Exscutive Director, U5, Corference of Mayor.

MLE Baseball Commissianer Robaert D. Masfrad, Ir. said: "Tha partnarship with the US. Cendarance of Mayors
is a significant factor for the necoess of our PLAY BALL initiative. The central focus of our effort has abways been
to engage communities that love our game with oppontunities for young pecple to participate in bazeball and
softbal activities. By reaching all 50 states and Puertio Rico, PLAY BALL has truly become a national movement.
W thank all the Mayeni for their extrasordinary commitmant.”

Lasnched in 2015, the PLAT BALL initistive is baseballis collective ffort 1o encourage young people and
commiunities 1o angage In baseball- o softball-refated activities, including formal leagues, special svams and
cazual forms of play, PLAY BALL events have becoms MLBw mwﬂhlw acthity during the
professionad and baveball and softball calendar, espec oughout MLB s Champlonship
Season and through the Postsesson & World Series. PLAY BALL events demonstrate the poiltive way the peme
AR Sered B 30 Suthet for physicall Betivity, Tun with friends and lesrming how to pliy the Sport a1 its mast basic
MHATMlenamsumuuumm Eralla i wiech all {ated programs and svents derie
fraen tha i E, simgde H ¥ou Play Ball, PLAY BALLYs PlayBallorg s the PLAY
BALL initiativers online home and Is lumslbhm MiB.com, WisBareballcom, UsASoftballcom and other
partnar websibes,

For the second consecutive year, baseball and softball combined to rank a5 the most participated team sports
in tha United Sested in 2007 (25.1 million participants), socondfing to the sanual Topline Participation Raport
produced by the Spans & Fitness Industry Assocation (SFAIA) In 3017, casual pamicipacion in baseball rose by
12.9% with overall participation sesing a B.0% increase, the latber of which is the largest increase of all major
tesm sports. Over the last theee years, baseball has seen 3 49, 1% growth in caual participation, which ks in direct
cormlation ta the banch of the PLAY BALL initistive,

Mayeor Rilling Kicks Off Play Ball Summer
July 10,2018

This wersi, Morwalk Mayor Homy Riling dokoed-off “PLAY BALL SUMMER™ in Norwalk, The
United States Conferance of Mayors confinued its support of the "PLAY BALL SUMMER"
irifiative. which locuses on the lun nalure of basebal and encounaget on active and
hectihy ifeshde for young peophe in ol communities. Mayer Riling is one of fve Mayorn in
Cennecticul. and one of 304 in the Uniled Stoles. to sign up for *PLAY BALL™ Mayor Riling
visited Trocey Bernantary Schood on Monday, Morvin Bementary School on Tuesday, and
wil otiend oddifional Nonwalt comps doring the wealk.

“whather s fhe smock of o bal hitfing the glove, or the arcma of fresh cut grass filing
the o, bosebal k the pedect sammer gome.” said Mayor Rilling, *| om defighted fo
paricipate in “PLAY BALL SUMMER" and spend time with our youth ot these comps, it's o
oy spending rmy moming with the young people and sharing my love of the gome witha
future generation of fons.”

During the summes. Mayor ané implementing “PLAY BALL SUMMER™ throughout cifies
ocrou fhe couniry with the goal of strengthening the connection of communities with
the game of bassball and taltball. Morwalk B proud fo continge it suppor of The “PLAY
BALL" inftioihe, which fist began in 2015, This yeor, mare thon 650 youngsien
participated. in Norwalk, Hearst Connecticul Media Group is the leod sponser of “PLAY
BuALL."

Thee “PLAY BALL SUMMER" Irdtiathve with fha United States Conference of Mayeors focuses
on recruiting cifies fo promote and support “FLAY BALL" through the use of basabol o
softbolreloted ochivities. Moyors ocross the country are hasting octivities with o bosebal
end soffball theme fo engoge residents, formilles. ond city departments through
individual and community events. These octivifies focus on expoding young people fa
bajeball ond solfhall whie providing o fun cpporfundly fo remain active throughout the
SUPRETIES.

Fallow along with the bun on social media by searching for e hathiog #hayonPlayBal,
For moee infarmation on the infiathee,
wisih of

| AM A

LAY
KJD

Ehubﬂh. HJ Mayor Bo]h#m Invites
Community to Play Ball at Hanratty Field on
Thursday, Augnst 16, 2008 from 2-4 FM

Mayor Bollwage's Play Ball Summer 2018 Celebration & Mayor's Trophy Game

MAYOR BOLLWAGE TO HOST PLAY BALL SUMMER 2018 ON AUGUST 15 AT
HANRATTY FIELD 2:00 - 4:00 PM

The end of summer is opproaching, bul there's sl lirme to enjoy one of
everyone's favorite summertime aclivifies - basaball. On Thursday, August 14,

Elizabeths Mayor Bollwage will host the annual Play Ball Summer celebration at
Harratty Field, 714 E. Westlield Avernue. The fun begins with Skils & Drills from 2-4
P, followed by the Mayor's Trophy Game at 5:30 PM.

All cre welcome fo come out and celebrate summaer, proctice their batting,
cafching and pitching skills, and cheer on local players and baseball legends,
including Al Howking, former MLB player and curent coach al Montclair State,
and high school baseball standout, Anthony Coleti, Jr.

Mayor Bolbwoge has hosted Play Ball Summer events for the past four vears, He s
one of more than 300 mayors across the couniry o participate in PLAY BALL a
joint program sponsored by Major League Baseboll (MLB) and the LS.
Conference of Mayars, Over the last three years, baseball has seen a 49.1%
growth in casual parficipation, which is in direct comelatfion to the lounch of the
PLAY BALL initiafive,

21




Mayor Madeline Rogeara e
March 28 -

Thera's no other cap I'd rather wear on #0peningDay than one supporting
our own Tennessee Smokies! Thanks to the United States Conference of
Mayors and Majoreaguebaseball for championing an initiative to encourage
our youth to #PlayBalll To register for a City youth baseball or softball
league, visit www KnoxvilleAthletics.com #MayorsPlayBall

T
ColaSC ParksRec ( rorow ) ~
@ColaSCParksRec A

Big shout-out to @ColaFireflies for allowing
us to film with Mayor @SteveBenjaminSC

today @Spirit_B4B! #PlayBall #MLB
@usmayors #BehindTheScenes

3 Commants 1 Sham

& Share

@ cityolelizabeth « Follow

PLA‘I —

THis ' h.PLM" BALLCITY - ke 2

[J) comment

syiveiteruimer Lot of great moments
happaened an Mondey during our &—'f_‘-—"""ﬁ"_—%—:ﬁ" e e e
@astrosbaszball home opener.

Swize Beough soma of the mamanble
rmaTis charing My Ee on Bha feld Bedote
e gama and also during the gama.

Lokcanigg Tt B0 reedTiteg O Do Bt B
e beas0n continues. The bost s 52l v to
coime for This TBAM. Bk ik b lurah ik ik
Enessiiie Sbaseball Fmils

,ﬁ“ a City of Norwalk, CT is with Harry W, Rilling. b Like Page **°
By o

What a great day for #MayorsPlayBall in Norwalk! This summer, Mayors ane
implementing "PLAY BALL" throughout cities across the country with the

#hiem m'zu;:m .:.,_.,..;:;TM goal of strengthening the connection of communitias with the gama of
Serorkismtechempions Smepompleyiel baseball and softball. We are proud to continue our support of the "PLAY
STt Q0 AN Tol BALL" initiative, which first began in 2015,

Thank you Hearst Connecticut Media Group for sponsoring this great event
and City of Norwalk/Recreation & Parks for leading our youngsters in
wonderful summer camps.

b Trilll

Ccad W

53 L

T, Toby Barker

. f a2
' prowsd o join maryors poross The couniry in wishing evenyons a Mappy
WCparingley. Special greetings from the great City of Hallieskrg-
Gowsrnment fo all of #raves nation
#mumrspiayhal Foleyhalcty Seartraes
Atarta Draven

t:- Mayor Pat Furey

March 223

Let's Playy Bal! This #OpeningDay, join me and Tenry on Manch 29
] s your Exvorios bassbel cap ¥hayonPlay sl #PlayBaliCity

2 Shaces



e s -l @ _ @ Mayor Sly James
:;?Mﬁ%ﬂ?ﬁ{:ﬁn Lﬁ:&“kﬂa_wh:mmx 'Y @MayorSlyJames
B T2 ey Sy o o e s | SMLE ¥PlayBall with kids! This is what it's all
mwuthﬂwmuméu;mw:gm A big thank you to @KC U\r’f-"‘l, @'HD}’E?S,
@MLB, @usmayors, Cookie Rojas, Jim
Eisenrich, @ReggieSanders & Hal McCrea
and all the kids who came out today for
making tnday s #PlayBall clinic a success'

,.-.'.—

Thanh vou

Ay Mayor Shane Bemis il Like Page
Jume 28 - Q)

It's a great day to celebrate baseball in Gresham! Thank you to the Gresham
GreyWolves and Gresham Barlow Youth Baseball Softball League for
parinering to make our Play Ball event a great experience for so many
children. #MayorsPlayBall

1:40 PM - 15 Sep 2018

ﬁhr “I\H

mayorglies Let's Play Bal! Today ls
#0paningDay! Join mo and woar your favorite
boseball cap 1 IayorsPlayBal #PlayBalCity
{Eusmayors Sdbacks

sbbygiles Lookin gocd, Dud! Go D-Backs!

oaud H

650 views

@ Carolyn G. Goodman & ,
Fallow Le
. E@mayoroflzsvegas

Las Vegas is a #playballcity! Happy to join
over 300 @USMayors in all 50 states to

promote baseball :Z#mayorsplayball
' -

QD ss 2 Shares
o Like ] comment £ Share

Mayor Mark Mitchell @ is with Mark W. Mitchell.
March 29 -y

Proud to be sporting my Arizona Diamondbacks cap for the official start
of the season! As I've always said, ball fields are gathering grounds for
the community! #MayorsPlayBall #0peningDay #Tempe

11:05 AM - 2 Aug 2018
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usmayors.org/playball

For more information about the 2019 Play Ball Program please contact

Jocelyn Bogen
jbogen@usmayors.org
202-861-6727

Jared Aronowitz
jaronowitz@usmayors.org



Major League Baseball
245 Park Ave, New York, NY 10167

Tony Reagins

Executive Vice President, Baseball & Softball Development
212-931-7632

tony.reagins@mlb.com

Thomas C. Brasuell

Vice President, Community Affairs
212-931-7897
tom.brasuell@mlb.com

Steve Arocho
Senior Director, Business Communications
212-931-7581

Doug Palmer
Former Mayor of Trenton, Past USCM President, Adviser on Play Ball

Tom Mcclimon

Managing Director

The United States Conference of Mayors
202-861-6729

mcclimon@usmayors.org

Jocelyn Bogen

CLA Director

The United States Conference of Mayors
202-861-6727

jbogen@usmayors.org

Jared Aronowitz
jaronowitz@usmayors.org

Please Visit usmayors.org/playball

THE UNITED STATES CONFERENCE OF MAYORS

rO-‘M1 cockina—
Tom Cochran, CEO and Executive Director

1620 Eye Street, NW
Washington, DC 20006
Tel: 202.293.7330
usmayors.org



