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January 3, 2022

The Honorable Mitch McConnell
Minority Leader

United States Senate
Washington, DC 20510

The Honorable Charles E. Schumer
Majority Leader

United States Senate

Washington, DC 20510

Dear Majority Leader Schumer and Minority Leader McConnell:

We write to urge the Senate as early as possible this month to consider and pass critical voting rights
legislation — the John Lewis Voting Rights Advancement Act and the Freedom to Vote Act. Voting is
essential to maintaining and preserving democracy and is one of the most important rights and
responsibilities that U.S. citizens have. The U.S. Conference of Mayors adopted strong policy in support
of such legislation in June of this year.

American democracy is stronger when all eligible voters participate in elections. Yet voting rights are
under historic attack and our very democracy is threatened. The Brennan Center reports that 19 states
have passed 34 laws that make it harder to vote and that state and local election administrators face
violent threats and intimidation for their public service.

These bills would stop this voter suppression. They would create national standards for voting access in
federal elections that would neutralize many of the restrictive voting laws passed in the states. They
would mandate early voting, no-excuse mail voting, an Election Day holiday, and protections for voters
with disabilities to make voting as convenient as possible. They also would protect the free and fair
administration of our elections by preventing the politicized removal of election officials, safeguard
them from partisan intimidation and harassment during the election process, and set uniform rules for
vote counting nationwide.

America’s mayors urge you to take whatever steps are necessary to assure that the Freedom to Vote Act
and the John Lewis Voting Rights Advancement Act can get a straight up or down vote. Further we urge

all Senators to vote for these critical bills.

Sincerely,

Nan Whaley
Mayor of Dayton, OH
President

Steve Benjamin
Mayor of Columbia, SC
Past President

Hillary Schieve
Mayor of Reno, NV
Second Vice President

Greg Fischer
Mayor of Louisville, KY
Past President

Tom Cochran
CEO and Executive Director

Elizabeth B. Kautz
Mayor of Burnsville, MN
Past President



Lioneld Jordan
Mayor of Fayetteville, AR

Kate Gallego
Mayor of Phoenix, AZ

Regina Romero
Mayor of Tucson, AZ

Marilyn Ezzy Ashcraft
Mayor of Alameda, CA

Jesse Arreguin
Mayor of Berkeley, CA

Robert Wunderlich PhD
Mayor of Beverly Hills, CA

Lula Davis-Holmes
Mayor of Carson, CA

Mary Casillas Salas
Mayor of Chula Vista, CA

Acquanetta Warren
Mayor of Fontana, CA

Jenelle Osborne
Mayor of Lompoc, CA

Robert Garcia
Mayor of Long Beach, CA

Eric Garcetti
Mayor of Los Angeles, CA

Brenda Olmos
Mayor of Paramount, CA

Michael M. Vargas
Mayor of Perris, CA

Teresa Barrett
Mayor of Petaluma, CA

Thomas K. Butt
Mayor of Richmond, CA

Todd Gloria
Mayor of San Diego, CA

Sam Liccardo
Mayor of San Jose, CA

Pauline Russo Cutter
Mayor of San Leandro, CA

Sue Himmelrich
Mayor of Santa Monica, CA

lan N. Oglesby
Mayor of Seaside, CA

Al Rios
Mayor of South Gate, CA

Patrick J. Furey
Mayor of Torrance, CA

Carol Dutra-Vernaci
Mayor of Union City, CA

Lauren Meister
Mayor of West Hollywood, CA

Martha Guerrero
Mayor of West Sacramento, CA

Aaron Brockett
Mayor of Boulder, CO

Michael B. Hancock
Mayor of Denver, CO

Adam A. Paul
Mayor of Lakewood, CO

Kyle Schlachter
Mayor of Littleton, CO

Nicholas A. Gradisar
Mayor of Pueblo, CO

Joe Ganim
Mayor of Bridgeport, CT

Lauren Garrett
Mayor of Hamden, CT

Luke Bronin
Mayor of Hartford, CT

Shari Cantor
Mayor of West Hartford, CT

Judith 'Judy' Paul
Mayor of Davie, FL

Derrick L. Henry
Mayor of Daytona Beach, FL

Joy Cooper
Mayor of Hallandale Beach, FL

Hazelle Rogers
Mayor of Lauderdale Lakes, FL

Ana M. Ziade
Mayor of North Lauderdale, FL

Buddy Dyer
Mayor of Orlando, FL

Frank C. Ortis
Mayor of Pembroke Pines, FL

Rick Kriseman
Mayor of St. Petersburg, FL

Jane Castor
Mayor of Tampa, FL

Keith A. James
Mayor of West Palm Beach, FL

Keisha Lance Bottoms
Mayor of Atlanta, GA

Hardie Davis Jr.
Mayor of Augusta, GA

John Arthur Ernst Jr.
Mayor of Brookhaven, GA

Vince R. Williams
Mayor of Union City, GA

Lauren McLean
Mayor of Boise, ID

Lori E. Lightfoot
Mayor of Chicago, IL



Rodney S. Craig
Mayor of Hanover Park, IL

Nancy Rodkin Rotering
Mayor of Highland Park, IL

Chris Koos
Mayor of Normal, IL

Thomas P. McNamara
Mayor of Rockford, IL

Jason Ashmore
Mayor of Sesser, IL

Thomas Broderick Jr.
Mayor of Anderson, IN

James Brainard
Mayor of Carmel, IN

Thomas 'Tom' C. Henry
Mayor of Fort Wayne, IN

Jerome A. Prince
Mayor of Gary, IN

James Mueller
Mayor of South Bend, IN

Tyrone Garner
Mayor of Kansas City, KS

Sharon Weston Broome
Mayor of Baton Rouge, LA

Michelle Wu
Mayor of Boston, MA

Yvonne M. Spicer
Mayor of Framingham, MA

Kimberley Driscoll
Mayor of Salem, MA

Brandon M Scott
Mayor of Baltimore, MD

Tim Adams
Mayor of Bowie, MD

Patrick L. Wojahn
Mayor of College Park, MD

Michael O'Connor
Mayor of Frederick, MD

Bridget Donnell Newton
Mayor of Rockville, MD

Jeffrey Z. Slavin
Mayor of Somerset, MD

Mike Duggan
Mayor of Detroit, Ml

Rosalynn Bliss
Mayor of Grand Rapids, Ml

Andy Schor
Mayor of Lansing, Ml

Maureen Miller Brosnan
Mayor of Livonia, Ml

Steve Gawron
Mayor of Muskegon, Ml

Kenson J. Siver
Mayor of Southfield, Ml

Jacob Frey
Mayor of Minneapolis, MN

Kim Norton
Mayor of Rochester, MN

Jake Spano
Mayor of St. Louis Park, MN

Quinton Lucas
Mayor of Kansas City, MO

Tishaura O. Jones
Mayor of St. Louis, MO

Chokwe Antar Lumumba Esq.
Mayor of Jackson, MS

Pam Hemminger
Mayor of Chapel Hill, NC

Elaine O'Neal
Mayor of Durham, NC

Mary-Ann Baldwin
Mayor of Raleigh, NC

James Allen Joines
Mayor of Winston-Salem, NC

Alberto G. Santos
Mayor of Kearny, NJ

Sean M. Spiller
Mayor of Montclair, NJ

Ras J. Baraka
Mayor of Newark, NJ

Brian C. Wahler
Mayor of Piscataway, NJ

Adrian O. Mapp
Mayor of Plainfield, NJ

Tim Keller
Mayor of Albuquerque, NM

Alan Webber
Mayor of Santa Fe, NM

Kathy M. Sheehan
Mayor of Albany, NY

Waylyn Hobbs Jr.
Mayor of Hempstead, NY

Shawyn Patterson-Howard
Mayor of Mount Vernon, NY

Noam Bramson
Mayor of New Rochelle, NY

Robert Restaino
Mayor of Niagara Falls, NY

Gary R. McCarthy
Mayor of Schenectady, NY

Ben Walsh
Mayor of Syracuse, NY



Thomas M. Roach
Mayor of White Plains, NY

Dan Horrigan
Mayor of Akron, OH

Thomas M. Bernabei
Mayor of Canton, OH

John Cranley
Mayor of Cincinnati, OH

Andrew J. Ginther
Mayor of Columbus, OH

Frank Whitfield
Mayor of Elyria, OH

Jack W. Bradley
Mayor of Lorain, OH

Joe Begeny
Mayor of Reynoldsburg, OH

Wade Kapszukiewicz
Mayor of Toledo, OH

Jamael Tito Brown
Mayor of Youngstown, OH

Alex Johnson I
Mayor of Albany, OR

Lacey Beaty
Mayor of Beaverton, OR

Travis Stovall
Mayor of Gresham, OR

Ted Wheeler
Mayor of Portland, OR

Jason B. Snider
Mayor of Tigard, OR

Ray O'Connell
Mayor of Allentown, PA

Robert Donchez
Mayor of Bethlehem, PA

Salvatore 'Sal'J. Panto Jr.
Mayor of Easton, PA

Matthew Shorraw
Mayor of Monessen, PA

Jim Kenney
Mayor of Philadelphia, PA

Jorge O. Elorza
Mayor of Providence, RI

John J. Tecklenburg
Mayor of Charleston, SC

Teresa Myers Ervin
Mayor of Florence, SC

Indya Kincannon
Mayor of Knoxville, TN

Jim Ross
Mayor of Arlington, TX

Steve Adler
Mayor of Austin, TX

Trey Mendez
Mayor of Brownsville, TX

Eric Johnson
Mayor of Dallas, TX

Rachel L. Proctor
Mayor of DeSoto, TX

Sylvester Turner
Mayor of Houston, TX

Thurman 'Bill' Bartie
Mayor of Port Arthur, TX

Ron Nirenberg
Mayor of San Antonio, TX

McKinley L. Price DDS
Mayor of Newport News, VA

Kenneth Cooper Alexander
Mayor of Norfolk, VA

Levar Stoney
Mayor of Richmond, VA

Mary Lou Pauly
Mayor of Issaquah, WA

Glenn A. Johnson
Mayor of Pullman, WA

Angela Birney
Mayor of Redmond, WA

Eric Genrich
Mayor of Green Bay, WI

Satya Rhodes-Conway
Mayor of Madison, WI

Cavalier Johnson
Mayor of Milwaukee, WI

Ryan Sorenson
Mayor of Sheboygan, WI

Dennis McBride
Mayor of Wauwatosa, WI

Steve Williams
Mayor of Huntington, WV

cc. United States Senate



