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NEW REPORT SHOWS BROWNFIELD REDEVELOPMENT IN CITIES 

LEADS TO MORE JOBS, INCREASED TAX REVENUE 

99 Cities Surveyed on the Merits of Recycling America's Land 

Washington, D.C.  – The U.S. Conference of Mayors (USCM) today unveiled a national brownfields report, entitled 

Recycling America’s Land: A National Report on Brownfields Redevelopment (1993 – 2010).  This new report 

estimates the progress 99 cities have made over the past 17 years as it relates to the number of brownfields that have 

been redeveloped, acres of land reclaimed, new jobs that were created, and additional revenues that have been 

generated.  The Conference of Mayors brought the issue of brownfields to the attention of Congress and the 

Administration back in 1993 and worked hand in hand with the Federal Government to establish a national 

brownfields program. 

Brownfields, abandoned or underutilized properties where expansion or redevelopment is complicated by either real 

or perceived environmental contamination, present a major challenge to cities both large and small, primarily because 

of the lack of public and private sector resources that are necessary to redevelop these properties back into productive 

use. 

This study is the ninth in a series of reports that have documented brownfields redevelopment by local communities 

throughout the United States and the potential revenue that could be generated.  According to the study, fifty–four 

cities reported 161,880 new jobs created through the redevelopment of 2,118 sites with 64,730 jobs in the pre-

development / remediation stage and 97,150 permanent jobs.  Further, fifty cities said that since 1993, $309 million in 

additional local tax revenue was generated from 654 redeveloped brownfield sites.  Significantly, 58 cities estimated 

if their brownfields were redeveloped, potential revenue could range from $872 million to $1.3 billion annually.  

“Cleaning up and recycling land back into productive use while saving pristine greenfields must be seen as a priority 

for the nation.  A good portion of our most valuable farmland is located in or around cities. Unfortunately, much of 

that farmland and other wilderness areas have been lost to development.  Redeveloping brownfields can play a key 

role in easing development pressures, promoting sustainability, and preserving our ability to feed our nation and the 

world,” commented Ashley Swearengin, Fresno, CA Mayor, Chair, USCM Environmental Committee. 

According to the report, the number of brownfield sites has decreased in many cities, which points to successful 

redevelopment projects. The vast majority of surveyed cities (84%) reported that they have been successful in 

redeveloping brownfields sites over the past 17 years.  Out of the successful cities, 65 were able to redevelop 1,010 

sites since 1993, which encompasses approximately 7,210 acres.  Additionally, 70 cities report that 906 sites are 

currently being redeveloped, comprising 4,683 acres.    
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“As Co-Chair of the Conference of Mayors’ Brownfield Task Force since 1995, I am so pleased with the progress 

that local communities have made over the past two decades to redevelop brownfields throughout the nation. Mayors 

have worked hand in hand with EPA to develop a program that was later codified by Congress that promoted the 

redevelopment of brownfields in so many cities. Jobs have been created, tax revenues have been generated, and the 

environment has been improved. However, we still have thousands of additional properties that need to be cleaned up 

and redeveloped. We must not rest on our past work, but look to ensure that we have the necessary tools to continue 

our work to successfully redevelop these cities,” said J. Christian Bollwage, Elizabeth, NJ Mayor, Chair, USCM 

Brownfields Task Force. 

Other highlights of the survey findings: 

   In 1993, 67 cities estimated that they had a total of 11,824 browfields sites. 

  In 2010, 75 cities estimated that they had a total of 29,624 brownfields sites; consuming 45,437 acres               

of land. 

    In 1993, the time it took to redevelop a brownfield site was one year to indefite; while in 2010, the 

timeframe was from 6 months to 12 years. 

  The top four programs that were helpful to redeveloping brownfields in the surveyed cities are:  EPA 

Assessment Funding, Private sector Investment, EPA Clean-Up Funds, and State programs such as the 

Voluntary Clean-Up programs.   

“As a result of the mayors' efforts, there are thousands of former brownfields sites in cities around the country that 

have been put to better use.  And while we are proud of this accomplishment, there are hundreds of thousands of sites 

left that still need to be redeveloped.  Mayors need more tools and resources from Congress, EPA and the private 

sector to recycle these properties and build greener, more sustainable, climate-friendly and economically prosperous 

cities,” stated Tom Cochran, USCM CEO and Executive Director. 

The USCM Brownfields Report, the complete list of surveyed cities and a Brownfields Best Practices Survey are all 

available on the Conference’s website:  http://www.usmayors.org/brownfields/documents/2010-report-

brownfields.pdf  and  http://www.usmayors.org/brownfields/documents/2010-bestpractices-brownfields.pdf 

## 

 The U.S. Conference of Mayors is the official nonpartisan organization of cities with populations of 30,000 or more.  There are 

1,139 such cities in the country today, each represented in the Conference by its chief elected official, the Mayor. 

Participating Cities: 

Akron, Ohio 
Alameda, California 
Allentown, Pennsylvania 
Arlington, Texas 
Arlington Heights, Illinois 
Asheville, North Carolina 
Atlanta, Georgia 
Babylon, New York 
Baltimore, Maryland 
Bartlett, Illinois 
Bessemer, Alabama 

Biloxi, Mississippi 
Binghamton, New York 
Boston, Massachusetts 
Bridgeport, Connecticut 
Camden, New Jersey 
Cape Coral, Florida 
Carson, California 
Charleston, South Carolina 
Chattanooga, Tennessee 
Chicago Heights, Illinois 
Cincinnati, Ohio 

Clearwater, Florida 
Clovis, New Mexico 
Columbia, South Carolina 
Columbus, Ohio 
Dallas, Texas 
Dayton, Ohio 
Dearborn, Michigan 
Denton, Texas 
Dubuque, Iowa 
Durham, North Carolina 
Elizabeth, New Jersey 

http://www.usmayors.org/brownfields/documents/2010-report-brownfields.pdf
http://www.usmayors.org/brownfields/documents/2010-report-brownfields.pdf
http://www.usmayors.org/brownfields/documents/2010-bestpractices-brownfields.pdf
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Evansville, Indiana 
Fayetteville, North Carolina 
Florence, Alabama 
Fort Myers, Florida 
Fresno, California 
Frisco, Texas 
Glendale Heights, Illinois 
Gloucester, Massachusetts 
Grand Rapids, Michigan 
Green Bay, Wisconsin 
Greensboro, North Carolina 
Gulfport, Mississippi 
Hagerstown, Maryland 
Hartford, Connecticut 
Hoffman Estates, Illinois 
Honolulu, Hawaii 
Houston, Texas 
Huntsville, Alabama 
Indianapolis, Indiana 
Irvine, California 
Isabela, Puerto Rico 
Jackson, Mississippi 

Kalamazoo, Michigan 
Kansas City, Kansas 
Lakeland, Florida 
Las Vegas, Nevada 
Lewiston, Maine 
Louisville, Kentucky 
Memphis, Tennessee 
Miami Beach, Florida 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin 
Monroe, Louisiana 
Naugatuck, Connecticut 
New Orleans, Louisiana 
Niagara Falls, New York 
North Chicago, Illinois 
North Little Rock, Arkansas 
North Miami, Florida 
Norwalk, Connecticut 
Orland Park, Illinois 
Palm Beach Gardens, Florida 
Pawtucket, Rhode Island 
Pembroke Pines, Florida 
Piscataway, New Jersey 

Portland, Oregon 
Racine, Wisconsin 
Radnor, Pennsylvania 
Saint Louis, Missouri 
Saint Paul, Minnesota 
San Juan, Puerto Rico 
Sanford, North Carolina 
Shreveport, Louisiana 
Somerville, Massachusetts 
Southgate, Michigan 
Syracuse, New York 
Tacoma, Washington 
Tallahassee, Florida 
Toa Baja, Puerto Rico 
Tucson, Arizona 
Vista, California 
Waco, Texas 
Warren, Ohio 
West Palm Beach, Florida 
Wilson, North Carolina 
York, Pennsylvania 
Zanesville, Ohio 

 

 


