
 

 
 
 
 
September 7, 2011 

    
The Honorable Barbara Boxer, Chairman 
Senate Committee on Environment and 
Public Works 
410 Dirksen Senate Office Building 
Washington, DC   20510 

The Honorable John Mica, Chairman 
House Committee on Transportation 
and Infrastructure 
2165 Rayburn House Office Building 
Washington, DC   20515 

The Honorable Max Baucus, Chairman 
Senate Committee on Finance 
219 Dirksen Senate Office Building 
Washington, DC   20510 

The Honorable Dave Camp, Chairman 
House Committee on Ways and Means 
1102 Longworth House Office Building 
Washington, DC   20515 

The Honorable Tim Johnson, Chairman 
Senate Committee on Banking, Housing, 
and Urban Affairs 
534 Dirksen Senate Office Building 
Washington, DC   20510 
 

The Honorable James Inhofe, Ranking Member 
Senate Committee on Environment and 
Public Works 
456 Dirksen Senate Office Building 
Washington, DC   20510 

The Honorable Nick Rahall, Ranking Member 
House Committee on Transportation and 
Infrastructure 
2165 Rayburn House Office Building 
Washington, DC   20515 

The Honorable Orrin Hatch, Ranking Member 
Senate Committee on Finance 
219 Dirksen Senate Office Building 
Washington, DC   20510 

The Honorable Sander Levin, Ranking Member 
House Committee on Ways and Means 
1139 Longworth House Office Building 
Washington, DC   20515 

The Honorable Richard C. Shelby, Ranking 
Member, Senate Committee on Baking, 
Housing and Urban Affairs 
534 Dirksen Senate Office Building 
Washington, DC   20510 

Dear Senators and Representatives: 
 
As representatives of the nation’s mayors, we are writing to urge you to provide for a timely 
extension of the nation’s surface transportation law (SAFETEA-LU) by September 30, along with an 
extension of existing federal transportation user fees that support critical investments in our 
transportation systems. The clock is ticking.  If such an extension is not signed by the President 
before September 30, the entire program will be suspended – as was the case recently with the FAA 
bill - threatening the loss of 1.8 million jobs and doing irreparable harm to our already crumbling 
infrastructure. 
  
For generations both parties have recognized the need to construct and improve a national 
transportation network, and we built a world-class system that has moved goods and people 
efficiently for decades. Today, there is growing anxiety that for the first time in decades Congress 
could fail to continue to fund our national transportation system. This comes at a time when 
countries like China, India and Brazil are investing heavily to become more competitive in the global 
marketplace. We cannot afford to undermine our competitiveness over the long-term, while 
immediately eliminating hundreds of thousands of private sector jobs during this challenging 
economic time. 
  



 2 

Key decisions about the scale of future funding commitments and the substance of specific policy 
reforms should be addressed in the successor legislation to SAFETEA-LU, not in an extension bill or 
as part of a continuing appropriation.  
 
We strongly urge Congress to send a clean extension of our nation’s surface transportation program 
to the President for his immediate signature. 
 
Sincerely,  
 
Antonio R. Villaraigosa                   Michael A. Nutter        Scott Smith 
Mayor of Los Angeles, CA                   Mayor of Philadelphia, PA       Mayor of Mesa, AZ 
President     Vice President                        Second Vice President 

 
As of September7: 

 
Donald L. Plusquellic 
Mayor of Akron, OH 
 
Marie Gilmore 
Mayor of Alameda, CA 
 
Gerald Jennings 
Mayor of Albany, NY 
 
Ed Pawlowski 
Mayor of Allentown, PA 
 
Tom Hoechst  
Mayor of Alton, IL 
 
Joshua J. Cohen 
Mayor of Annapolis, MD 
 
Robert Cluck 
Mayor of Arlington, TX 
 
Kasim Reed 
Mayor of Atlanta, GA 
 
Pete Lewis 
Mayor of Auburn, WA 
 
Thomas Stiehm 
Mayor of Austin, MN 
 
Susan Gottlieb 
Mayor of Aventura, FL 
 
Stephanie Rawlings-Blake 
Mayor of Baltimore, MD 
 
Barbara Hanna 
Mayor of Banning, CA 
 
Becky Ames 
Mayor of Beaumont, TX 

Elizabeth Patterson 
Mayor of Benicia, CA 
 
John B. Callahan 
Mayor of Bethlehem, PA 
 
Gene Winstead 
Mayor of Bloomington, MN 

 
David H. Bieter 
Mayor of Boise, ID 
 
Susan Osborne 
Mayor of Boulder, CO 
 
Patty Lent 
Mayor of Bremerton, WA 
 
Bill Finch 
Mayor of Bridgeport, CT 
 
Sandra Frankel 
Mayor of Brighton, NY 
 
Arthur Ward 
Mayor of Bristol, CT 
 
Ronnie Wall 
Mayor of Burlington, NC 
 
Elizabeth Kautz 
Mayor of Burnsville, MN 
 
Jason Baker 
Mayor of Campbell, CA 
 
Jim Brainard 
Mayor of Carmel, IN 
 
Kathleen J. Derosa 
Mayor of Cathedral City, CA 

Don Gerard 
Mayor of Champaign, IL 
 
Joseph P. Riley, Jr. 
Mayor of Charleston, SC 
 
Rahm Emanuel 
Mayor of Chicago, IL 
 
Michael Bissonnette 
Mayor of Chicopee, MA 
 
Joseph Sulzer 
Mayor of Chillicothe, OH 
 
Sam Pedroza 
Mayor of Claremont, CA 
 
Frank G. Jackson 
Mayor of Cleveland, OH 
 
Teresa Tomlinson 
Mayor of Columbus, GA 
 
Michael B. Coleman 
Mayor of Columbus, OH 
 
Paul Natale 
Mayor of Commerce City, CO 

 
Michael Rawlings 
Mayor of Dallas, TX 
 
Doug Anderson 
Mayor of Dayton, MN 
 
Mark Burroughs 
Mayor of Denton, TX 
 
Michael B. Hancock 
Mayor of Denver, CO 
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Juan Carlos Bermudez 
Mayor of Doral, FL 
 
Roy Buol 
Mayor of Dubuque, IA 
 
William Bell 
Mayor of Durham, NC 
 
Carlos Romero 
Mayor of East Palo Alto, CA 

 
Salvatore Panto 
Mayor of Easton, PA 
 
J. Christian Bollwage 
Mayor of Elizabeth, NJ 
 
Dick Moore 
Mayor of Elkhart, IN 
 
Kitty Piercy 
Mayor of Eugene, OR 
 
Elizabeth Tisdahl 
Mayor of Evanston, IL 
 
Ray Stephanson 
Mayor of Everett, WA 
 
Randy McClement 
Mayor of Frederick, MD 
 
Ashley Swearengin 
Mayor of Fresno, CA 
 
Craig Lowe 
Mayor of Gainesville, FL 
 
Linda Jackson 
Mayor of Glendale Heights, IL 

 
George K. Heartwell 
Mayor of Grand Rapids, MI 
 
Shane Bemis 
Mayor of Gresham, OR 
 
 

Joy Cooper 
Mayor of Hallandale Beach, FL 

 
Pedro Segarra 
Mayor of Hartford, CT 
 
James Thomas, Jr. 
Mayor of Hinesville, GA 
 
William McLeod 
Mayor of Hoffman Estates, IL 

 
Peter Carlisle 
Mayor of Honolulu, HI 
 
Eugene J. Maxwell 
Mayor of Hopkins, MN 
 
Annise D. Parker 
Mayor of Houston, TX 
 
James Butts, Jr. 
Mayor of Inglewood, CA 
 
Wayne Smith 
Mayor of Irvington, NJ 
 
Harvey Johnson, Jr 
Mayor of Jackson, MS 
 
Thomas Giarrante 
Mayor of Joliet, IL 
 
Daniel Brown 
Mayor of Knoxville, TN 
 
J. Richard Gray 
Mayor of Lancaster, PA 
 
Raul Salinas 
Mayor of Laredo, TX 
 
Carolyn Goodman 
Mayor of Las Vegas, NV 
 
Richard Kaplan 
Mayor of Lauderhill, FL 
 
 

Mark Preisinger 
Mayor of Leavenworth, KS 
 
Laurent F. Gilbert, Sr. 
Mayor of Lewiston, ME 
 
Bernard Carvalho 
Mayor of Lihue, HI 
 
David Berger 
Mayor of Lima, OH 
 
Chris Beutler 
Mayor of Lincoln, NE 
 
Mark Stodola 
Mayor of Little Rock, AR 
 
Bob Foster 
Mayor of Long Beach, CA 
 
Tim Hultmann 
Mayor of Long Lake, MN 
 
Greg Fischer 
Mayor of Louisville, KY 
 
A.C. Wharton, Jr. 
Mayor of Memphis, TN 
 
William Spriggs 
Mayor of Merced, CA 
 
Tom Barrett 
Mayor of Milwaukee, WI 
 
R.T. Rybak 
Mayor of Minneapolis, MN 
 
Lori Moseley 
Mayor of Miramar, FL 
 
Laura L. McConwell 
Mayor of Mission, KS 
 
John Engen 
Mayor of Missoula, MT 
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Allen Owen 
Mayor of Missouri City, TX 
 
Bobby Kilgore 
Mayor of Monroe, NC 
 
Mary Ann Lutz 
Mayor of Monrovia, CA 
 
Joe Marine 
Mayor of Mukilteo, WA 
 
Karl Dean 
Mayor of Nashville, TN 
 
Douglas England 
Mayor of New Albany, IN 
 
Scott Lang 
Mayor of New Bedford, MA 

 
Mitchell Landrieu 
Mayor of New Orleans, LA 
 
Michael R. Bloomberg 
Mayor of New York City, NY 

 
Bob Diebold 
Mayor of Newark, OH 
 
Paul Dyster 
Mayor of Niagara Falls, NY 
 
Paul Fraim 
Norfolk, VA 
 
Robert A. Stefanik 
Mayor of North Royalton, OH 

 
Richard Moccia 
Mayor of Norwalk, CT 
 
David Pope 
Mayor of Oak Park, IL 
 
Jim Suttle 
Mayor of Omaha, NE 
 
 

Daniel McLaughlin 
Mayor of Orland Park, IL 
 
Buddy Dyer 
Mayor of Orlando, FL 
 
Satish Hiremath 
Mayor of Oro Valley, AZ 
 
Bill Bogaard 
Mayor of Pasadena, CA 
 
Frank Ortis 
Mayor of Pembroke Pines, FL 

 
Wilda Diaz 
Mayor of Perth Amboy, NJ 
 
David Glass 
Mayor of Petaluma, CA 
 
Phil Gordon 
Mayor of Phoenix, AZ 
 
Carl Redus, Jr. 
Mayor of Pine Bluff, AR 
 
William Mischler 
Mayor of Pinellas Park, FL 
 
Brian Wahler 
Mayor of Piscataway, NJ 
 
Lamar Fisher 
Pompano Beach, FL 
 
Sam Adams 
Mayor of Portland, OR 
 
Glenn Johnson 
Mayor of Pullman, WA 
 
John Dickert 
Mayor of Racine, WI 
 
Robert J.  McGarvey 
Mayor of Rancho Cordova, CA 

 
 

Thomas McMahon 
Mayor of Reading, PA 
 
John Marchione 
Mayor of Redmond, WA 
 
Mike Gin 
Mayor of Redondo Beach, CA 

 
Debbie Goettel 
Mayor of Richfield, MN 
 
Ronald Loveridge 
Mayor of Riverside, CA 
 
Thomas Richards 
Mayor of Rochester, NY 
 
Todd Gottel 
Mayor of Rowlett, TX 
 
Kevin Johnson 
Mayor of Sacramento, CA 
 
Chris Coleman 
Mayor of Saint Paul, MN 
 
Ralph Becker 
Mayor of Salt Lake City, UT 

 
Patrick Morris 
Mayor of San Bernardino, CA 

 
Jerry Sanders 
San Diego, CA 
 
Jorge Santini 
Mayor of San Juan, PR 
 
Stephen Cassidy 
Mayor of San Leandro, CA 
 
Jan Marx 
Mayor of San Luis Obispo, CA 

 
Miguel Pulido 
Mayor of Santa Ana, CA 
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Janet Williams 
Mayor of Savage, MN 
 
Alan Larson 
Mayor of Schaumburg, IL 
 
Mike McGinn 
Mayor of Seattle, WA 
 
Sandy Martin 
Mayor of Shoreview, MN 
 
Brenda L. Lawrence 
Mayor of Southfield, MI 
 
Mary Verner 
Mayor of Spokane, WA 
 
J. Michael Houston 
Mayor of Springfield, IL 
 
Francis Slay 
Mayor of St. Louis, MO 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Joe McElveen 
Mayor of Sumter, SC 
 
Michael Ryan 
Mayor of Sunrise, FL 
 
Marilyn Strickland 
Mayor of Tacoma, WA 
 
Lou Ogden 
Mayor of Tualatin, OR 
 
John Lazar  
Mayor of Turlock, CA 
 
Jim Bush 
Mayor of Waco, TX 
 
Michael O'Brien 
Mayor of Warren, OH 
 
Henry Jeffries 
Mayor of Watauga, TX 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Daniel Dodge 
Mayor of Watsonville, CA 
 
Geraldine Muoio 
Mayor of West Palm Beach, FL 

 
Daniel Knapik 
Mayor of Westfield, MA 
 
William Wild 
Mayor of Westland, MI 
 
Donna Hemmann 
Mayor of Wethersfield, CT 
 
Susan Kay 
Mayor of Weymouth, MA 
 
Jo Emerson 
Mayor of White Bear Lake, MN 

 
James Baker 
Mayor of Wilmington, DE 

   
 


