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The Study: A Tale of Four Cities

Higher-density, mixed use development at train stations that support           
sustainable development

Expanded visitor markets that generate additional spending

Travel efficiency gains that increase business productivity and labor market 
access

Linking centers of knowledge, finance and technology that support strategic 
industry clusters
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Can high-speed rail help drive our local economies?Q:
YesA:

How?Q:
A:
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Study Approach

Evaluate the effects of a range of design and operating 
speeds on economic development potential and market 
access. 

Identify the concurrent land use, surface transportation 
infrastructure and economic development strategies needed 
to support alternative high-speed rail scenarios.

Assess the economic impacts of high-speed rail on four US 
cities of different sizes, economic structure and geographic 
location.



Copyright © Siemens AG 2010. All rights reserved.Page 4

Study Findings

A combination of ñallocativeò and ñgenerativeò impacts 
occur as travel is directed to the downtown and intra-
metropolitan stations.

The ability to transform high-speed rail generated traffic 
volumes into economic growth is highly dependent on 
interactions between land use, surface connections and 
economic development strategies.

Increased market access with higher speed operations 
provides more ñgenerativeò impacts ïespecially for cities 
that depend heavily on auto-based intercity connections.
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Study Conclusions

High-speed intercity rail service will facilitate and optimize 
local and regional connections that support sustainable 
cities.

High-speed intercity rail service will help cities maintain and 
develop regional business, cultural and technology centers 
and support broad-based, long-term economic growth.

High-speed intercity rail service will create significant 
economic development opportunities for all types of cities 
based on their unique characteristics.
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Questions?
Access the full report via usmayors.org/highspeedrail


