Suggested Letter to the Editor for 
Mayors to Send to 

Local Newspapers for
2007 National Prostate Cancer Awareness Month
Prostate cancer is the most commonly diagnosed nonskin cancer among men in America, hitting one man in six.  It is the second leading cause of cancer death in men. This year an estimated 218,890 men will learn that they have the disease, and an estimated 27,050 men will lose their lives to it. 
Prostate cancer goes beyond the men who are diagnosed because families are devastated when they lose husbands, fathers, grandfathers, uncles, and brothers. And African American families are disproportionately affected due to African American men having higher rates of prostate cancer diagnosis and death than men of all other racial or ethnic groups in the United States.

It should also be remembered that the disease can strike younger men too; almost one third of prostate cancer occurs in men under 65 during their prime working years.

Early detection is critical to coping with this complex disease that does not have a “one size fits all” treatment regimen for diagnosed men.  It is for this reason that I am joining with the Mayors’ Coalition for Prostate Cancer Awareness and Education, an initiative that emphasizes informed decision-making on screening and treatment.  Conducted by The United States Conference of Mayors (of which I am a member), the Coalition is part of an overall Cancer Awareness Program through which mayors are promoting education and early detection.

The Conference of Mayors is promoting September as National Prostate Cancer Awareness Month during which men are urged to consult with their physicians, clinics, public health officials, and advocacy organizations, such as the American Cancer Society, about prostate cancer and, whenever appropriate, to get screened for the disease.  

I hope that the men of _________ will become informed about prostate cancer and take the necessary steps to protect their health.  Remember, the life you save may be your own.








Sincerely,








Mayor of                                








(7/22/05)
(7/20/07)
