Sample Letter to the Editor

for Mayors to Send

to Local Newspapers for

2007 National Breast Cancer Awareness Month
This year the American Cancer Society (ACS) estimates that 178,480 new cases of invasive female breast cancer will be diagnosed, and 40,460 women will die from the disease. In fact, breast cancer is the most common cancer among American women, other than skin cancer and the second leading cause of cancer death in women, after lung cancer. Mammography is the best way to detect breast cancer in its earliest, most treatable stage––an average of 1 to 3 years before a woman can feel the lump.  Mammography also locates cancers too small to be felt during a clinical breast examination.

In responding to this important public health issue, I am joining with mayors across the country to promote National Breast Cancer Awareness Month (NBCAM) in October and to observe the third Friday in October (the 19th) as National Mammography Day.  We are calling upon everyone in our communities––employers, physicians, churches, clubs, social service agencies, and other organizations––to encourage women of all ages to obtain information about screening and mammography and to seek appropriate services.  Our efforts are part of the Mayors’ Campaign Against Breast Cancer (of which I am a member) that The United States Conference of Mayors conducts. As in past years, the Mayors’ Campaign is suggesting that cities support NBCAM by: 

· emphasizing access to mammography for female city employees;

· encouraging female city employees over forty to get mammograms;  

· asking all city employees to serve as ambassadors for mammography outreach in their social circles and the community at large––particularly the medically underserved and racial and ethnic minorities; and

· encouraging eligible uninsured and underinsured women to take advantage of free mammography offered under the National Breast and Cervical Cancer Early Detection Program that is administered by state health departments and supported by CDC.

Since women comprise approximately half of the employees in the United States, the workplace provides an optimum environment for increasing breast cancer awareness and screening.  It is critical that all other employers in (city) join with me and similarly involve their employees in NBCAM, one of our nation’s most important public health initiatives.

Let me also add that men can be at risk for breast cancer.  While the statistics are not as stark for men, they are significant.  ACS estimates that an estimated 2,030 new cases of invasive male breast cancer will be diagnosed in 2007, and that about 450 men will die of the disease.  Men should discuss their risk for breast cancer with their physicians, public health officials, and advocacy organizations, such as the ACS, and be screened as appropriate.








Sincerely,








Mayor of                                







